
THE TEMPTATIONS OF JESUS 

After His baptism, the Holy Spirit let Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  
Jesus fasted for forty days; he neither ate nor drank but prayed to Father continuously and 
prepared Himself for His coming mission. 

At the end of the forty days, when Jesus was very hungry, the devil approached Him and began to 
tempt Him.  As the devil knew that Jesus was very hungry, he began by saying: “If you are the Son 
of God, tell these stones to turn into bread.” Of course Jesus could have done that miracle, but 
He was not deceived by the devil and answered: “It is written that man does not live by bread 
alone, but by every word of God.”



The devil was defeated but did not want to leave.  Instead, he continued to tempt Jesus.  This time, the devil took 

Him to the top of the Temple in Jerusalem and said that if Jesus is the true Son of God, let Him throw Himself 

down, for it is written that God’s angels will bear Him in their hands and will not let even His foot touch the 

stone. This time, Jesus replied: “It is written that you shall not tempt the Lord your God.” 

Although the devil was defeated again by Jesus, he decided to tempt Him yet again.  For this third time, he led 

Jesus to a high mountain and showing Him the world’s Kingdoms, he promised all that to Jesus if Jesus would 

worship him. 

Jesus answered this last temptation thus: “Get behind me, Satan, for it is written: you shall worship the Lord 

your God and shall serve only Him.” 

After his third defeat, the devil did not dare to continue tempting Jesus and left.  After the devil’s departure, the 

angels of heaven descended and began to serve Jesus. 

With this glorious victory over the devil, Jesus demonstrated to us that it is possible to defeat the evil by having 

a steadfast faith and love and by praying continuously to our Heavenly Father, as Jesus did in the wilderness. 

We should also study the Bible because Jesus Himself answered and defeated the devil’s temptations by quoting 

from the Bible. 

QUESTIONS AND PROPOSALS 

1)      Why did Jesus go to the wilderness? 

2)      What did Jesus do for forty days? 

3)      When did the devil begin to tempt Jesus? 

4)      What did the devil try to do the first time to tempt Jesus? 

5)      What was Jesus” second temptation? 

6)      What did Jesus say in answer to the third temptation? 

7)      How can we fight against evil temptations? 

8)      Examine and learn by heart Jesus’ answers to the three temptations. 

LEARN BY HEART 

O merciful God, caring for all your creatures 

protect, with the sign of the cross, my soul and body 

from the allurement of sins, from the temptation of the Devil, from unfair people 

and from all dangers to the body and the soul. 

Have mercy on your creatures and especially on me, a great sinner. 


