
THE BAPTISM  
OF JESUS CHRIST 

Mary’s relatives, Zacharias, who was a priest, and his 

wife Elizabeth, were a pious and God-fearing couple.  

Just like Abraham and Sarah, this couple was old 

when they had a wonderful son whom God had chosen 

for a special purpose.  When he was eight days old, 

his parents named him John, which means “God is 

graceful”. 

At an early age, John left home and moved to the 

wilderness where he lived on wild honey and locusts, 

wearing rough and plain clothes of camel’s hair.  

However, John had been called into the wilderness 

for a special purpose: to prepare people to meet the 

promised Christ.  The prophets had already predicted 

about His birth several hundred years earlier, saying: 

“I will send my messenger before You, who will 

prepare Your way.” 

When John was thirty years old, God appeared and 

commanded him to begin his mission.  John left the 

wilderness and began to speak to the people about the 

Kingdom of God and the coming of the Christ.  He 

preached to stay away from sin and act righteously.  

Many of the folks who heard his words repented and 

were baptized in the Jordan River. 

John’s fame spread so fast that people thought him to 

be the promised Messiah. When he knew what they 

were thinking, he boldly declared that he was not the Messiah and said: “I baptize you with water for 

repentance, while the one who is coming after me is mightier than me and whose sandals I am not worthy to 

untie.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

At that time, Jesus left Nazareth and came to John to be baptized.  When John saw Jesus, he said: “Behold the 

Lamb of God who is to redeem the sins of the world.  He is the One about whom I said that the One coming after me 

is mightier, because He was long before me.”



When Jesus approached John to be baptized, John did not wait to baptize Him, saying that Jesus should baptize him 

first.  Jesus explained to him that it was to be done so that God’s righteousness would be accomplished.  Hearing 

these words, John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River.  That is why future Church Fathers have named him John the 

Baptist, since he had the honor of baptizing the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. 

After the baptism, Jesus came out of the Jordan River and saw the Holy Spirit descending as a dove to rest on Him.  

And a voice was heard from heaven saying: “This is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

By His baptism, Jesus demonstrates to us the significance of baptism.  Baptism is one of the most important 

sacraments of the church.  Man is cleansed of his old sins and receives the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Through 

baptism, man becomes a true Christian and a member of Christ’s church. 

In the Armenian Apostolic Church, the priest baptizes us in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

because God the Father, God the Son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit were present during the baptism. 

QUESTIONS AND PROPOSALS  

1)      Who was John the Baptist and where did he live? 

2)      For what purpose had God chose John? 

3)      What did John do by the Jordan River? 

4)      What happened when Jesus Christ and John the Baptist met? 

5)      What expired after the Baptism of Jesus? 

6)      Why is baptism so important to mankind? 

7)      How do you interpret God’s words: “This is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

LEARN BY HEART 

What a marvelous mystery has been revealed, 

God the Creator has come to Jordan. 

O River, do not fear, for I am your Creator, 

here to be baptized and to redeem men from sins. 


