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Celebrating Our Lord
Presentation

UNIT  

3
Lesson 
Five

Key Concepts
1. Jesus was recognized as the Savior even as a 

baby when his parents presented him at the 
Temple.

2. Mary and Joseph’s presentation of Jesus as 
a baby is a reminder of the importance of a 
community of tradition and faith.

  

Objectives
During this session students will
1. Learn the story of the Presentation.
2. Re-enact the Bible story.
3. Explore why and how this event is celebrated 

in the Armenian Church and how Simeon and 
Anna’s faith allowed them to recognize the 
Savior when they saw him. 

4. Make a valentine card for their parents that 
shares the celebration of the Presentation. 

Materials Needed
A life sized baby doll, 2 toy birds (see procedure #4)
Different colors of construction paper (red, pink, and 
white), valentine doilies or other types of paper for 
making Valentine cards
Copies of the “Presentation” miniature from the 
Appendix 
Crayons and/or markers
Scissors for each child
Glue

Procedure
1.  Welcome the students and say the opening prayer 

together.

2.  Ask the children to sit down and listen to the story 
as you read aloud or teach from Daily Bread. 
Then ask: “Where do you think we can find this 
story?” (in the Bible) Where in the Bible? (The 
Gospels, which are about Jesus’ life and, in 
particular, exclusively in the Gospel of Luke.) 
Have children turn to Luke 2:22-40 and take turns 
reading. Conclude by turning to the Scripture 

Source scramble. (Answers: people, eyes, light, 
glory)   15 min.

3.  Discuss this story with the children by asking them 
some of the following questions. They might have 
many different answers and many of them can 
be right. Allow the children to explore their own 
ideas. Try to point out or steer them to some of the 
possible answers listed below: 
a.) “What do you think this story shows about 
Mary and Joseph?”  Answers: That they were 
very religious; that they loved God; that they were 
actively involved in their religious community; that 
they loved their child and wanted him to be a part 
of their religious tradition.  
b.) “How do you think Simeon and Anna knew that 
Jesus is the one promised to them from the ancient 
scriptures?”  Answers: Because they were wise and 
had faith; because they had read the Bible, served 
the Temple (as we might serve our church) and 
prayed their whole lives to God to see the Savior; 
because they were very spiritual and close to 
God, through prayer and faith, they could feel the 
presence of the Holy Spirit near them.  
c.) “What kind of ceremony does the Armenian 
Church have that is similar to that Biblical 
presentation?” Answer: baptism/chrismation. 
d.) “Why do you think it might be important for 
a new mother to bring her baby to her place of 
worship?” Answers: To share her joy; to show 
thanks to God for the new addition to her family; to 
receive God’s blessings for the baby.  5 min.

4.  Tell the children that the class will do a little skit 
about the Presentation. Direct their attention to the 
script in Celebrate with God. Ask for volunteers 
to play the parts of Mary, Joseph, Simeon, Anna, 
and parishioners. Tell them they do not have to 
memorize anything. They will read from the text. 
If your class is large, some children can be the 
audience. Or, add parts! 
 
Clear a space in the front of the room and direct the 
children as they read their parts on where to stand 
that makes sense. Encourage the children to read 
the lines with enthusiasm and to pretend that they 
are feeling the emotions described in the script. 
If you have time, repeat the performance with 
different volunteers.  20 min.



34 

5.  After you have finished the play, ask the children 
to settle down and sit back in their seats. Ask them 
why they think this event was so important. Allow 
all answers, but direct them to the idea that Jesus 
was recognized by people of faith and wisdom as 
the Savior. Remind them of the Christmas story 
about how the wise men from the East came to 
see the baby and how the angels appeared to the 
shepherds. Tell them that having faith is one of the 
main ways to find your way to feel the love of Jesus 
in your everyday life. 

6.  Tell the children that in the Armenian Church, we 
mark this occasion with a special Feast Day called 
Dyarnuntarach. Go around the room and have 
each child read a sentence or two from In the 
Armenian Tradition.  5 min.

7.  Distribute the materials for making Valentine cards. 
Tell the children that one of the main reasons we 
come to church each week is to feel God’s love 
through Holy Communion and through our church 
family. The Feast of the Presentation is a reminder of 
how Jesus, even as a baby, brought happiness, hope, 
and love to all who saw him. Tell the children we are 
going to make a valentine card to our parents, telling 
them how much we love them.  
 
Write on the board: “Let us love one another, for 
love comes from God!” I John 4:7  
 
They can cut out and glue the picture onto the front 
of their card and color it. Below the picture, ask the 
children to write the above quote. Tell them they can 
write “I love you [mom and dad or mom or dad]. 
Happy Valentine’s Day.” or their own version of that 
idea on the inside of the card. Allow the children to 
work on their cards until the end of class.

8.  After the children have cleaned up their tables, ask 
them to say the following prayer: “Dear Jesus, we 
remember the day your parents lovingly presented 
you to the Temple. We feel your love today and will 
share that love with others after we leave church. 
Amen.” Dismiss the class.  15 min.

Celebrating Our Lord
Transfiguration

UNIT  

3
Lesson 

Six

Key Concepts
1. The Transfiguration was an important 

affirmation of Jesus as God the Son for the 
disciples.

2. The Armenian Church remembers this 
event every summer in the Feast of the 
Transfiguration.

3. As in other Christian celebrations (Christmas, 
Easter, etc.), some of the traditions associated 
with the Armenian celebration are from pre-
Christian times. 

Objectives
During this session students will
1. Participate in an experiment about seeing things 

in different lighting.
2. Review the Bible story of the Transfiguration 

and complete a puzzle.
3. Color a picture of the Transfiguration.
4. Read about the pre-Christian traditions from 

Armenia that are often part of the celebration.

Materials Needed
Copies of the coloring page of the Transfiguration 
from the Appendix
Flashlight 
Crayons
A box large enough to place textbook in (see 
procedure #2)

Procedure 
1.  Welcome students and say the opening prayer 

together.      

2.  Ask: “I have a question for you. When you wake 
up early in the morning, let’s say, a winter morning 
when it’s not even light out yet, what can you see 
in your room? Does everything seem colorful and 
bright?” Children should respond that nothing is 
clear, colors are indistinct, items on their desk or 
table might not be distinguishable, etc. Tell the 
children that they are going to do an experiment. 


