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I . When you hear about the afterlife, what is the first thing you think about?

a. What do you think about these statements—do you A {agree) or D (disagree)?

__ People who live good lives will go to heaven.
}, ___ Reincarnation makes as much sense as heaven.
There’s no good reason to believe there is a hell.
Christians talk more about hell than they do
about heaven.
There is no hell.
Hell won’t be as bad a place as the Bible or
pastors say it is.
The average young person believes in a heaven
more than a hell.
Talking about hell will scare people into wanting to
know more about how to get to heaven.
Christians should be more worried about the
here and now than about the afterlife.

____ If there is a heaven, there must be a hell.
, ___ The belief in heaven keeps people from seeking
happiness on earth.

' 3. Do you think that life in heaven will be more like or less like life on earth?

Why?
: ‘1‘. How can a person’s views about heaven and hell affect the way they live their life?

5_ Check out these verses and write what each passage has to say about heaven or hell.
Matthew 25:46 Philippians 1:23, 24
p Luke 16:24-26 2 Peter 2:4-9
1 Corinthians 1:18
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The Bible provides only glimpses of what heaven
and hell will be like. But it clearly teaches that both
exist. Even people who don’t hold to religlous beliefs
express Interest in the afterlife. Talk shows have
guests who claim to have died and seen the after-
lite, magazines write about people who claim they
have lived betore and will do so again, and opinion
polis report peopie’s views regarding the afterlife.

This TalkSheel encourages a group examination of
both heaven and hell.

QPENER

To start, have your kids split into groups and find
more information on heaven and hell throughout the
Bible. Give each group one of these verses—

Revelation 4:1-6 Revelation 21:15-21
Revelation 4:6-11 Revelation 21:22-27
Revelation 5:1-5 Revelation 22:1-5
Revelation 5:6-14 Matthew 8:12
Revelation 6:8 Luke 16:19-31

Revelation 7:16-17 Matthew 25:41
Revelation 19:1-10 2 Peter 2:4
Revelation 20:10-15  Jude 1:6

Revelation 21:1-8

2 Thessalonians 1:9
Revelation 21:9-14

Mark 12:25-27

Have your groups read these verses and then
write down or summarize what each set of verses
says about either heaven or hell. You may want to
have volunteers read different verses out loud
and then talk about the verses with your group.
What new understanding of heaven or hell do they

have? What realities of both heaven and hell are
glven here?

THE DISCUsSION, BY NUMBERS

l. Allow students to share their thoughts about the
afterlife. Pay particular attention to how your
group has been influenced by secular views:
there is no hell, the afterlife will be boring, rein-
carnation really happens, and so on.

C. Take a poll on each of the statements. If there is
a difference of opinion, encourage a dehate on

their ideas. Does believing in heaven and hell keep @

Christians from serving God and others on earth?

3_ People often think of heaven as blissful nothingness

where we sit on clouds and talk about God. Yet
the Bible speaks of real streets and actual work

for God. Heaven is a very real place. Paul spoke

of seeing things as a poor reflection in a mirror,
but in heaven wea cshall esa thinns as thev reallv

4. What do your students think about earthly life
versus heavenly life? In what ways to they think
heaven may be like earth or not like earth? As
the students share their answers, you may want
to use 2 Peter 3:11-13 as a reference.

5. The Bible doesn't tell us everything we'd
like to know about heaven and hell, but it does
give us glimpses of both. Have the students

share what they learned about heaven and hell
and their attitudes toward them.

THE CLOSE

Heaven and hell are a reality—the Bible tells us that
both are real. God has given every person a
choice—to love him and serve him, or not to. Your
kids might ask why a loving God would condemn
anyone to hell. 8ut the real question is why would
anyone want to reject God’s love? God wants every-
one to experience eternal life with him (John 5:24; 2
Peter 3:9). And each person is bound for one or the
other {Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14). Point out that this les-
son is not meant to scare them into believing in
Jesus—but it is information that they should know.
Let them know that you are willing to talk with them
one-on-one if any of them have questions or other

MoRE

@ You may want to show some clips of a movie that
portrays heaven or hell. Or ask your kids to brain-
storm a list of movies and TV shows that have
dealt with the afterlife. Need some suggestions?
Try “What Dreams May Come” (PolyGram Films)
and “Ghost” (Paramount Pictures). Also check out
more movie reviews and summaries at
www.hollywoodjesus.com.

After you watch part of the movie or talk with
your kids about movies (or TV shows) they've
seen, ask them a few questions. How did the
characters deal with heaven or hell? What hap-
pened in the movie? Do your kids think these are
accurate representations of heaven or hetl? Why
or why not? What have your kids heard differently
in church or in school? What is different and why?
You might want to have your senior pastor and a
few other adults come into the meeting to help
answer the questions that your kids may have
about heaven and hell. No one knows all the

answers, but your group might like to hear outside
ideas and ask questions, too.



