selves by means of unrighteous mammon, so that
when it fails they may receive you into the eternal
habitations.

“He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in
much; and he who is dishonest in a very little is
dishonest also in much. If then you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will entrust
to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you
that which is your own? No servant can serve two
masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.”

" In this parable it is primarily interesting to note that
Christ gives the example of a steward. A steward is
answerable to the one for whom he or she works, that is,
their master. Stewards do not own the possessions which
they care for. Rather, they keep track of and care for the
possessions of another. Analogically, as Christians we are
to recognize that we too are called to be stewards of that
which belongs to God, remembering that our Lord says,
“The world and all that is in it is mine.” (Psalms 51). Even as
the steward cared for the possessions of his master, so too,
Christians are to be stewards of the world and everything
within the world.

In relating the parable of the steward, it was certainly
not the intention of Christ to commend dishonesty. Rather,
he was commending shrewdness. Christ is acknowledging
that the sons of this world, (that is, those who are not
Christians), are shrewder in dealing with other non-Chris-
tians than are Christians. The sons of this world use
dishonesty to achieve their goals. And in this world,
dishonesty is pragmatically effective. Yet those who are in
Christ have no place for such dishonesty in their lives. For
this reason, Christians will find it difficult to deal with the
world in that they are not shrewd in dealing through evil
means. In Christ speaking these words, He is acknowledg-
ing that God is aware of the plight of the Christian in today’s
world. It is difficult for an honest person to deal shrewdly
with a fundamentally dishonest world.

Even though God is aware of the hardships which
Christians face in this world, He still admonishes us to act
shrewdly. He tells us to use unrighteous mammon (money)
in order to make friends for ourselves, so that when the
money fails our friends will welcome us into the eternal
habitations. Sometimes people question the meaning of
“unrighteous mammon.” Several interpretations of this
phrase have been suggested. Since the love of money is
the root of all evil, there is a sense in which money itself
may be referred to as “unrighteous.” Or the term
“uririghteous mammon” may be meant to suggest that
money which was gathered through unrighteous means. If
this is an accurate interpretation, Christ is not suggesting
that people acquire money through unrighteous means.
Rather, he is stating that people who have gathered money
through unrighteous means use that money for good
purposes penitentially. In either case, Christ is certainly
referring to some, if not all, money as “unrighteous” and
suggesting that this money be used for making friends.

It is interesting that Christ says to use “unrighteous
mammon” to “make friends.” Certainly, true friendship
cannot be bought. Yet in acting as a responsible steward

with the gifts which God has given us, in apportioning His
wealth in the way one deems to be most appropriate to
God’s purposes, one does the will of God. And it is only
through doing the will of God that true friendships are
possible. As Christians, we are called to understand that we
are stewards of God’s wealth; we are to use His wealth in
order to do His will. By using mammon in this way, we will
lead others to see the glory of God. And when they see the
glory of God, they will be led to see Christ; and when they
enter into Christ they become our brothers and sisters, and
truly our friends. In this way, we may use money to make
friends. It is for this reason that Christ reminds us that if we
are responsible stewards with what God has given us, we
may be accepted into the “eternal habitations” (that is, the
kingdom of God), by our friends.

Christ reminds us that the riches of this world are not
true wealth. For to be truly rich is to accept the love of God.
All other riches pale in comparisan to the riches that are
ours in God. In fact, the riches of this world are not riches at
all. The riches of this world decay, whereas true riches are
eternal.

While the riches of the world are not riches at all, Christ
reminds us that we need to act responsibly in dealing with
money. We need to commit all we have to the Lord and use
it for his purposes, realizing that all we have is His, and we
are only caretakers of the things He allows us to have. In
this light, we are to even use money for the glory of God.
We are to seek to distribute His wealth in the way that
would best serve His needs. Mammon is, in fact, not a
measure of true wealth. It is for this reason that Christ
reminds us in verse eleven that we need to act responsibly
with our money if we are to be worthy of obtaining true
riches.

Christ tells us that we cannot serve both God and
money. Therefore, we have a choice to make. If we find
ourselves serving money, then we may be assured that at
that moment we are not serving God. Let this then serve as
an indicator for us. Let us completely devote ourselves and
all that we have to God. Let us seek to serve only Him in all
things. And let us remember that Christ tells us, “for what is
exalted among men is an abomination before God.”
Therefore, let us seek to realize that our true riches are in
Christ. In this way we may hope to understand wealth in its
proper context. Our true riches are in heaven; and we are
called to be responsible stewards of worldly “riches.”

MARCH 10: SUNDAY OF
THE JUDGE

The Gospel reading for this Sunday is Luke 18:1-14. This
Bible reading contains two parables. These two parables
will be discussed below.

Sunday of the Judge (Luke 18:1-8)

And he told them a parable, to the effect that they
ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God
nor regarded man; and there was a widow in that city
who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Vindicate me
against my adversary.’ For a while he refused; but
afterward he said to himself, ‘Though | neither fear






