
 
 
 

Legends grew up about this Saint, but the most famous one is about his fight with the 
dragon. It happened when St. George was once stationed with the Roman army near 
Salone in Libya, North Africa. In that area a Dragon which was described as a huge 
crocodile with scaled wings, had eaten so many of the country folks around Salone that 
the remaining lot fled to the town and took shelter behind its walls. There, the dragon 
was positioned outside the city gates, and nobody could get in or out. Moreover its 
poisonous breath was so lethal that as it snored over the city wall, people could actually 
drop dead in the nearby area. In order to keep the beast away from the walls, two sheep 
were tethered every day, some distance away. The system worked fine until they ran 
out of sheep and the miserable people could not think of any other alternative but to 
sacrifice one child everyday. 
 
One day the lot fell on the king's daughter, Sabra, sometimes called Cleodolinda, a girl 
of fourteen. Dressed in her most splendid clothes, as for her wedding, the poor girl was 
taken outside the city walls. While she was waiting for the dragon, weeping, George the 
tribune came up mounting his white horse. On hearing the story he decided to put an 
end to that tragedy, and decided to kill the dragon. 
 
"Fair girl" he said, "do not be afraid for I will save you life with the aid of my Lord Jesus 
Christ". When the dragon appeared George the hero got engaged with the wild beast in 
a great combat. Finally he managed to wound it with his lance so badly that it could fight 
no more. Now the two of them tied a rope around its neck, and dragged it to the town. 
There in the market place, George cut off its head in front of all the cheering habitants, 
and the people of the whole town were baptized and became Christians. 
The above story seems to be exaggerated, which is perhaps true, and it could have 
started by a fight 
between St. George and 
an ordinary crocodile. 
However, it became 
very popular all over the 
world, because of its 
spiritual meaning that 
St. George defeated the 
devil by the cross and 
his righteousness in 
Christ. 
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