. St, Sarkis the Warrior

“Warrior” might seem a curious word for describing
a saint! And yet the imagery of spiritual warfare is
deeply biblical. There were also many soldiers and
generals (St Vartan) who fought for their faith,
standing firm and courageous for Christ. Sarkis was
a soldier of Greek descent in Emperor Constantine’s
army. When Emperor Julian took the throne in 361,
he began to zealously promote traditional Roman
pagantsm instead of the Christian faith legitimized
by Emperor Constantine in 313, This earned him
the title “Apostate.” Under threat of persecution,

B4 , 2l | Sarkis and his son Mardiros sought the protection of
King Tiran of Armema From there he went to serve in the Persian army, where he and his son
won many converts to Christianity. When they refused to worship pagan idols, father and son
were martyred. Fourteen Persian soldiers whom Sarkis had converted to Christianity risked their
lives to bury the general’s body and they too were executed. In the fifth century, Mesrob
Mashdotz moved the saint’s remains to Armenia. Reflection: In what ways can you be a“warrior
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