WORDS AND W ORSHIP

(A monthly column skowmg how the words of the servzces

of worship in the Armenian Church have meaning for our

daily lives both in and out of church)

This month's words: With fear and faith draw near and
communicate in hohness (yergyoohw yev havadov. haraj
madik yev srbootyamb haghortctzarook)

These words are the

"bxddmg to commumcants" whlch

Blood of Chnst dunng

in them that is worth discussi
Avedis will consuier lhem
row, both in this issue and the commg October Qne _

This month, let's consider the kind of attitude that. these
words.call for on our part as we proach the chalice. We
are asked to communicate i S8, . Cermmly most
of us would agree that, amon other things, this word .
indicates that our minds. must be cnmpletcly on what- we
are doing. We cannot have a lot of melevant thoughts
going around in our heads as we come forward we should
be concenu'aung on the great. gift we are about to receive.
We need to be teady to receive it with humble thanks to.
God and with afull i mtenuon to be as worthy ofitas we
humanly can. . . .

One: elemem of: tms "holmess" in whlch we approach the
chalice is a kind of silence on our part. We put. aside all
our own concerns and those constant thoughts of ours,.
and put our full attention on God Our own minds, our
desires, our scif~mterest at& qmet at least far this, moment,
we are silent and ready to receive what He gives us. In
fact, 1 most of our worship (eve though- ve sing and pray)
is done in a kind of attentive snlence which makes room
for the voice of God to speak to us. '

Silence is not very popular in our soc1ety today People
tend to fill up any httle bit ol i

that quiet state where there are no d:stractxo s from :
listening to God. Many of us are more than eagerto
drown out any possibility of ctually heanng that “sull
small voice" and the :hmgs it will say to us.

" can

body calls out
for quiet once it has expenenced the natural refreshment
of being still. ,

- The:Chuirch might add, "Yes, and once people have

. expenenced prayerful silence in church, they tend to
 initiate it themselves in regular personal prayer. It's as if

the soul calls out for communion with God once it has
experienced the holy ; refreshment of being with Him."
That is the opportunity the Church gives-us: to commu-
nicate in holiness with God. through His body and blood.
Long before any magazme or classroom discovered it, the
Church in her wisdom kiiew'that we can only do this
whe are fully a;tennve concentrated, and ready. We
nly do it, in other words, when we put ourselves i m

the. kxhd of sﬂence thét : velcomes zhe vresence of God.

'WOMEN WHO

FOLLOWED THE LORD
This month Samt Queen Ashkhen

In Agathangelos vThe C’onvemon ofAmema. pubhshed
by the Department of Religious Education in 1985, we

read of the extraordinary events in Armenia after the
stubborn ng Drtad had ﬁnally released St. Gregory the .




Illuminator from his long and temble stay in the plt‘
Drtad, his family, and his court were instructed in. the ..
Christian faith by Gregory i preparation for thei commg
baptism, They-also bui apels for the samts who had
been martyred un: irin
to Christianity:  one who is menuoned by name as
physically: assxstmg. ith the bmldmg [ these chapels i :s
Queen Ashkhen, the wife of Drtad, .She also lmerally had
a hand in the building of the cathed tchmiadzin,
and for her devotion to the faith she | been recogmzed
as a saint by the Armenian Church, _
Ashkhen was ot an Armenian by birth, Bom the N
daughter of the king of Alans, a country near Armema
and northwest of the Casp:an Sea, she married the young
Drtad in the year 291 at Vagharshapat, the capital. She
was with him during the: most painful and i important years
of his life; the years when he had to change from a wnllful
monarch who would let no one defy hiin to a repentant
- supplicant begging God's'mercy and receiving: bapnsm at
the hands of Gregory, the man hé had once hated more
than all othérs, Whata: relief it must have been to her
when her husband came to his senses and réceived the

What were her own attmxdes dunng this time? Hnstory
books do not tell us. much,:but we can; imagine that,
marriage was never easy, since her spouse was:such a
strong-willed and proud man. Think of the-events of‘his
life: trying to'seduce a virginal nun agdinst
putting an enemy in a loathsome pit for thirteg €
less years, being physically changed into. a bestial
in much the same way as the Biblical king Nebu ;
zar. None of these reflect a personality very ¢ sy for other
people to live with.

Yet Drtad was also loved by his people, most of whom
suffered with himwhen he underwent his bestial change,
and later willingly followed his examplé in becoming a

- Christian. So'there must have been much that Ashkhen
could love and admire in this vigorous Armenian she had
married.

Like many women in history, we know more about
Ashkhen through her husband's fame than by any facts we
have about her own life. But herlife musthave beena -

nized her as one of the saints. She certainly was helpful
to the work of St. Gregory, encouragmg and standing .
behind her husband as it went on, She gave the Anneman
people a model of someone who actwely pltchcd into
construct centers of worship for the. onetrue God, She,.-
was the perfect helpmate to her husband at 4 time: when
his country was in the limelight and her‘husband was
meeting with the great Constantirie and other Christians in
the Empire (as Agathangelos' h1story tells us he was.)
Ashkhen's life ended quietly in the castle at Garni'in the
year 341, She had had the pnvxlege of bem ’ part of the

3t . Gueen AxhRhen ¢92

transformation of her people. She had received the .~
‘Christian faith from a saint, and had responded by lmng a

saintly life herself, The Church giveshertousasa

- x reminder that we, t00, liave inherited the faith from the

- whole body of samts, and that we can respond in the same

‘ 'way she did.~

AS OTHERS SEE US

"One thlrd of the entire Armeman populanon was mas-
sacred in the secular enhghtenmem ‘of Turkish national-

“ism that marked the fall of the Ottoman Empire.

That fact, the events of March 1915 in Armenia, is the
most suppressed epxsode*of twcnueth-cemury hxstory No
other genocide in whlch one:and a half million-were killed
has been passed over so lightly, And’ the réason for this
willed, stubborn bhndness needs to be recognized. The
Oriental [Orthodox] churches owe. their obscurity only in
part to historical and geographxcal conditions: the restis .
due to modern unwillingness to know. None of the -
"goods” of Christian European civilization survive
acquaintance with.such knowledge. And when one of
those "church-natioris”--Am ienia--suffered holocaust, that
could not be admitted either, for nanénahsm liberalism -
and secularism were all mvested in Turkey s moderniza-
tion, .

Armenia represents the guﬂty conscxence of Europe and
of modernity. Western civilization, whose ethical values
were Christian, cruelly betrayed one of the oldest and
least compromlscd Christian nations. Since 1915
Armenia has been in the West's world—wew the blmd
spot.™ -

" From Charles Lock's review of the book Light
from theEast: A. Symposxum on the Oriental
Orthodox and Assyrzan Churches, ed. Henry
Hill, which appears in the #2 1989 issue of St.
Viadimir's Theological Quiirterly, published by
the faculty of St. Viadimir's Orthodox Theologi
cal Semmary




