
ST. ABGAR, THE FIRST CHRISTIAN KING 
  

St. ABGar was king of Edessa (now Urfa) which was an independent kingdom at the border of historic 
Armenia. 

During the reign of king Abgar, many Armenians lived in Edessa and some sources even mention that 
he himself was an Armenian. 

St. Abgar is considered to be the first king to believe Christ was the Son of God. 

At the time of Jesus, he wrote to Him and asked Him to come and heal him from a terrible disease. The 
Savior replied to the king that He needed to complete His mission in Israel, however, Jesus promised 
to send a messenger to cure him and deliver to him the Good News of the Gospel. 

After the Ascension of Christ St. Thaddaeus, one of the twelve disciples of Jesus traveled to Edessa, 
preached the Gospel, healed the king and all the sick in the city. Believing in Christ, the inhabitants of 
Edessa were baptized and became Christians. Later St. Thaddaeus traveled to Armenia to preach the 
Gospel to King Sanadruk of Armenia. 

King Abgar’s faith and trust in the Lord helped to spread Christianity in Edessa and in Armenia. 
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