SEVEN TIMES A DAY

I WILL PRAISE THEE




- INTRODUCTION

In the Book of Psalms we read; “SEVEN TIMES A DAY I
PRAISE THEE FOR THY RIGHTEOUS ORDINANCES,” (Ps.
119:164).

It is in precisely this spirit that the Armenian Church has seven
worship services prescribed for each and every day.

In the following pages, we have briefly presented an outline
and summary of the seven daily worship services of the Ar-
menian Church. Along with each of the descriptions, a prayer
from the service which is being described has also been
presented.

The text of both the explanations and the prayers have been
presented in both Armenian and in English. In this regard,
this small volume can truly be regarded as being a bilingual
instrument. It can and should be easily used by both the Ar-
menian speaking and the English speaking members of our
various parishes.

The purpose of this volume has simply been to present an
easily understandable and useable explanation of a much
neglected area in the living religious heritage of the Armenian
Church. It is further hoped that the prayers herein presented
will be used devotionally by our faithful.

The colloquial Armenian translations were prepared some
vears ago by The Rev. Fr. Garabed Archpriest Kalfayan,
parish priest of St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem, from
1939 til his retirement in 1962.

The English translations of the Armenian prayers were
prepared by The Rev. Fr. Vartan Kasparian, parish priest of
St.Mary Armenian Church of Yettem and Coordinator of the
Western Diocese Department of Youth Activities and Chris-
tian Education.

May this volume be used for the glory of Almighty God and
the flourishing of our Holy Mother Armenian Church.

April 4, 1981 Fr. Vartan Kasparian
YACE Coordinator



PRAYERS OF THE NIGHT HOUR

The Prayers of the Night Hour are offered in the middle
of the night and are dedicated to God the Father.

O beneficent Lord,

look with Your mercy

upon those who worship You
and praise Your name.

O Lord of hosts,

give rest to our souls

from the attacks of Satan

and the allurements of the world.

Send Your angel of peace to us,

that he may come

and keep us safe night and day,

in our working and in our sleep.

So that in this life

with worship and worthy service,

we may arrive at Your heavenly kingdom
which You have prepared

from the beginning of the world

for Your saints.

And together with them,

giving thanks,

we praise the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit,

now and forever

and unto the ages of ages,
Amen.

4hCEMUSHhY dUUNKh UN0fL

GhobipwihG dwim wnoppltpp Yp hwwnwpnthG h Ute qhoinh b
Gmippriwd &G Lop Uuwnnmidn:
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fwGquwnwgnip dtp wGdkipp

pnpnp uwnwGwywywb unnymphiGatipk
bt wphuwpfhy qrouwmGpGhipk:

Lt pwnunmplwG Aptizunwyn npyt dtqh,
nn quy

t vliq wywhk wGunny ghotip m gnpty.

Utip wppemi inwd ki AwGquintiwG dwdiwGwy:
NMpwytugh wu Yawbpp vte
pupiywannptiwdp bt wpdwluanpuwtu
Swnwytyny'
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PRAYERS OF THE MORNING HOUR

The Prayers of the Morning Hour are ojfered during the
morning hours and are dedicated to the Son of God as He
appeared to the Qil-bearing Women.

We give thanks to You,

O Lord our God,

Who with Your visible light

gladdens all Your creatures,

and with the knowable light of Your commandments
You have enlightened all those who believe in You.

Strengthen us also,

O Lord,

during this day and at all times,

so that with enlightened minds,

we may always do that which is pleasing to You,
and may arrive at those good things
which are to come,

along with Your saints,

with the grace and mercy

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
to Whom is befitting

glory, dominion, and honor,

now and forever,

and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE SUNRISE HOUR

The Prayers of the Sunrise Hour are offered at Sunrise and
dedicated to the Holy Spirit and to Jesus Christ in His
Resurrection and His Appearance to His Disciples.

O great and almighty God,

receive these our morning prayers

and reasonable service

into Your undefiled and heavenly tabernacles.
Make Your Light of Righteousness and Wisdom
shine forth upon us

and make us sons of light

and sons of day,

so that in godliness

we may lead our life

and

live it without offence.

For You are our Helper and Savior
and to You is befitting

glory, dominion and honor,

now and forever

and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.

U.NGRUSGULD UUNh U0
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PRAYERS OF THE MID-DAY HOURS

The Prayers of the Mid-Day Hours are offerzd at 9:00 A.M.,
12:00 noon, and 3:00° P.M., respectively. Each of these
Mid-Day Prayers is contained within a different service.
Houwever, together they comprise the Prayers of the Mid-Day.

Their dedication is as follows: the 9:00 A.M. Mid-Day
Prayers are dedicated to the Holy Spirit. The 12:00 noon
Mid-Day Prayers are dedicated to God the Father and the suf-
ferings and crucifixion of the Son of God. The 3:00 P.M.
Mid-Day Prayers are dedicated to the Son of God, to His death
and to the granting of the reasonable Spirit.

Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
Who are great in mercy

and rich in the gifts of Your beneficence,
Who of Your own will

did endure at this hour the sufferings

of the cross and of death

on account of our sins

and did abundantly bestow the gifts of Your Holy
Spirit

upon the blessed Apostles,

make us,

also, O Lord,

we beseech You,

sharers in Your divine gifts,

in the forgiveness of sins

and in the reception of the Holy Spirit.

That we may be made worthy

to thank and to glorify You

with the Father and with the Holy Spirit,
now and always

and unto the ages of ages,

Amen.

au.cnh cu.UnNh LA 0L
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Npwtuqh wpdwGuunp |hGhGp
gnfimptiwdp

thwnunnply ptq plin Lop i Unipp AnqunyG
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UuLG:




PRAYERS OF THE EVENING HOUR

The Prayers of the Evening Hour are offered in the evening
and are dedicated to the Son of God as He came down from
the cross and was wrapped in the funeral linens and laid in the
tomb.

Hear our voice,

O Lord our God,

receive our supplications,

the lifting up of our hands

and the words of our prayers.

Sanctify this our offering of the evening,

that we may prepare it

for Your pleasure with a sweet smell of fragrance.

Increase in us, O Lord Almighty,

faith, hope, and love

and all deeds of virtue,

so that we may always devoutly obey Your or-
dinances

by day and by night,

according to Your beneficent will,

and that we may be worthy to ask You

for the salvation of our souls

and for our spiritual life,

O Lord,

and to find grace and mercy from You

and giving thanks

to glorify the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
now and always,

and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE PEACE HOUR

The Prayers of the Peace Hour are offered in the late evening
and are dedicated to the Holy Spirit and to the Word of God,
as He was placed in the tomb, and descended into Hades,
giving peace to the souls.

O beneficent Lord,

You Who, with Your compassion

have prepared eternal rest for virtuous laborers,
You have called with Your sweet voice
those who are suffering because of sin
and the weary,

promising them rest,

grant us also,

O Lord,

that with undisturbed peace

we may pass this night,

and with Your mercy keep us

who are weary from the weight of sin
and make us worthy of eternal rest
with all Your saints.

And thanking You,

we praise You and the Most Holy Trinity
now and forever,

and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE REST HOUR

The Frayers of the Rest Hour are offered prior to retiring and
are dedicated to God the Father, that He may keep us through
the night under the protecting hand of His Only Begotten Son.

O Lord our God,

keep us in peace during this night

and at all times.

Direct our minds and thoughts

toward holy fear of You.

In order that in every hour

we may be protected by You

from the temptations of the enemy,

and may we offer to You praise and glory,
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
now and always

and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.

LUvGUSBUY dcuUNh UN0M0L
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