DECEMBER FEAST DAYS...

3rd—Saints Thaddeus and Bartholomew

With this feast commemorating the apostles who
came to Armenia, give your students a chance to see
how the Church of Christ was started in all the world by
the apostles’ travels and preaching. Consult a history of
the Church, or the C.R.E. pamphlet “About the
Apostles and Paul”, to see where each of the original
twelve preached. Be sure to read the dav’s Gospel
passage, Matthew 9:35-10:7, to your students.

9th—Conception of the Virgin Mary by St. Anna

This feast shows us the reality of Mary's birth—her
complete humanity. Notice that the Church places this
feast nine months before the feast of Mary's birth, in
September.

10th—Saint Nicholas

This is “the” Saint Nicholas, who was a fourth-
century bishop of Myra in Lycia. Patron saint of sailors
and lover of children (hence the tradition of him as San-
ta Claus bringing giftts), his story is fascinating. Let
older students find out about him in books from the
library.

17th—Saint James, Bishop of Nisibis

St. James lived in the fourth century, and was
educated at Caesarea with St. Gregory the Illuminator.
He was one of the participating bishops at the Ecumen-
ical Council of Nicaea—325 A.D.

Like many other saints, he is known as “wonder-
worker” (in Armenian, skantchelakordz) because he
was a man who truly loved God and received the power
to do wondrous good works for others. St. Gregory of
Narek wrote an oration dedicated to him, and the chant
for his feast day was written by St. Nersess the Grace-
filled.

This is the name-day of churches or men named after
St. James of Nisibis (or Medzpin.)

24—Saints David the King and James the Apostle
James “the Less” and son of Alphaeus, is the one
commemorated on this day. '

26—Saint Stephen, First Deacon and First Martyr

The day's Bible readings tell the story of this brave
man. Read them with students, and have them notice
how the Church remembers Stephen in each Liturgy,
during the diptychs just after "Hoki Asdoodzo”—page
31ain the blue hard-cover Liturgy book.

Stephen was the first one to “lay down his life for
Christ,” but also served during his life as a deacon.

This is the name day of all those named Stephen, and

and teaching suggestions

it is also a day of celebration tor deacons. Ask vour
clergyman or someone who has visited an Armenian
monastery overseas to describe the special ceremonies
that take place on this dav in Jerusalem and other cen-
ters.

27th—Saints Peter and Paul

Let vour students read about these two tollowers ot
Christ to see the wavs in which they witnessed to the
faith, both as they lived and as they gave their lives.

29th—Saints James the Apostle and John the Evangelist
The two brother apostles, called “Sons ot Thunder
because of their zeal. James, the first ot the Twelve
Apostles to be martyred, is the one atter whom the Ar-
menian monastery and monastic brotherhood in
Jerusalem are named.
30—First Day of the Fast of Nativity
Before the major feast, there is a week ot preparation
and fasting, like Holy Week betore Easter. Make vour
students aware of this special week and urge them to ob-
serve it in some way at home—at least by reading the
daily Scripture passages.

31st—Saints Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa,
Silvester of Rome, Ephraem of Syria

Basil of Caesarea (330-379): called “the Great”, Basil
was responsible for giving a lasting order and structure
to monasticism in the early Church. He was Bishop ot
Caesarea and, rather like St. Nersess the Great, built
hospitals and orphanages while he was bishop.

Gregory of Nyssa (330-395): brother of Basil the
Great, and a foremost theologian. He lived during a
time when many heresies were being expounded, and
always defended the teachings of the Nicene Creed in a
learned and convincing way. He, Basil, and St. Gregory
of Nazianzus are often referred to together as the "Cap-
padocian Fathers,” because all were Cappadocians bv
birth and all were great expressers and defenders ot the
faith.

Silvester of Rome: considered to be the baptizer ot
Emperor Constantine, he was Bishop ot Rome trom 314
to 335, the time when Christianity was first given
legality in the Empire.

Ephraem of Syria (303-73); a voluminous writer,
especially of hymns and prayers, but also Bible inter-
pretations and dogmatic works. He wrote in Syriac, but
very early his work was translated into Greek and into
Armenian (so this means that his writings were widely
used in the early centuries of the Armenian Church.)
From these translations, later translations into Latin and
Slavonic were made.
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