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SERVICE FOR THE REPOSE OF SOULS
(Hokehankisd)

ne of the most cherished traditions in the Eastern

Orthodox Church is remembering the dead and
praying for them. In addition to the Funeral Service the Tra-
dition of the Church provides comfort to the living by pray-
ing for the souls of the departed. 2 Maccabees 12:45 af-
firms that it is "a holy and pious thought" to pray "for those
who have fallen asleep in godliness."

Praying for the dead is rooted in the Orthodox doctrine
that the soul is eternal and at death, when the soul is sepa-
rated from the body, the soul moves to the life hereafter and
awaits for the fulfillment of Christ's promise to come again
and raise the dead on the day of judgement. The Orthodox
Church teaches that we live in time between the first and
second coming of Christ, a time which the Fathers of the
Church have described as a time of mercy. Since the dead
await for the day of judgement, we pray that God will have
mercy on them.

In the Divine Liturgy, in the diptychs, the priest prays:
"Remember, O Lord, and have mercy and compassion on
the souls of those who are in their eternal rest; give them
rest with your saints in your kingdom of heaven, and make
them worthy of your mercy." He then prays by name for
those for whom special prayers have been requested.

St. John Chrysostom, one of the most revered Fathers
of the Church says: "It is not in vain that we have received
this tradition from the Apostles, that we pray for the dead
during the revered and inspiring mysteries." According to
the Book of Rituals, prayers for the dead are offered for
three days after burial in remembrance of Christ's own burial
for three days and his resurrection. Memorial prayers are
offered on the seventh day, i.e. on Saturdays at Vespers
which is the beginning of Sunday, the day of the Resurrec-
tion of the Lord. Memorial prayers are also offered on the
40th day in accordance with the people of the Old Testa-
ment who mourned for 40 days after Moses' death, and on
the anniversary of the death or at any time the family wishes
to pray for the soul of a departed loved one.
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phibjiwl Mupqupwn GhbhnbghGhpny Lk wlkGrE

hhG wiwlynipheGGhpkl Lhb k jhyky Linbylbpp
b wnop by winlg hwdwp: Sniquplwinpnipbwb Bupqkl
quun Bhknbkgin; Biwlyniphilp nnp dGwgnnlhpnib
Uphpwupniphil §p pudpk hwlgnighw|Gipne hnghGhpniG
hwdwp wnoplniy: Zwjuunwlbwjg Ghhnhging Yky wju
wwlnniphlp §p wwhnih Znghhwlghunh wpupnnnipbwb
Ukg: . Umljwpu jhging P 45 §p hwunwnk pk «glinhghl
bt gGnphwph wpwupf Upl by wnopty ¢l jholy GhghghwGhpp
wlnlig Ybinfhpny pnpnipbwl hwilwp:

VighghmGhpnt hwdwp wnophip hhdliniws k
Muynuihwn GYbnbkginy qupyuybnnipbwl Jpw) pk hnghb
wlfwh £t b pk dwhnuiwdp, bpp hnghG Yp pwdlnih
YwplhGhG, hnghG Y wlglh hwigbpdbwm) fhwbfh b Yp
uywuk Pphunnup ppnunnidlhb poudhl pk paf qpupabwg
whwh quy b LhnblGbhpp whup jupniphilf wnlhb
nuwnuunwlih@ opp: Mynuhun GhlinkghG §’niunigulk
pk UbGf wydd YwyphGf Pphunnup wnwehl ke bpljpnpy
qupunbul dudwlulwipswlhi Thet, qnp Thp hwyppp
4p Gywpwgphl npyku dwdwlwl nynpdniplwb: Go
npnhtnbtie hnbGhpp §p wvyuwubl punwunwbh opniwé,
UG f YPwnoplif np Uunniwd nynpdh wlnlg hnghGhpnib:

U. Twwnwpwgh plpwugfhb, jhpwnulniphiibpnG Lk,
fwhwlwl §'wnopk wjuyku. «8hok, ny Skp, kv nynpdk, b
gpw hwlgnighw|Ghpnt hnghlbpnif. hwlighun wnip winfg,
nruwinpk qhphGf ke puuwinpk £ou unippbpnug upghb
bplGfh wpfwmmniphwln gy, ke wpdwlh ppk qubnbf fnu
nqnpUniphwln:y Uwyw 4p jhok winiGlhpp winlGg npnlg
hwdwp dwulwinp plinpwlf Jwnnigniwmd k:

U. 8nyhwl Nuljtphpwl, Ghhnhgin) wdbiwuhpniwey
unipphpkG JhG, Ypuk. «bh gqnip sk np JEGE wju
wiwlinnipphiip vnwgwd Gif bnwfbhwiibhpkl, wnephnt
YhnhjGbipnif hwdwp unipp b wlidwh Mnphnopnhb
plpwgfhl:» Cuwn Lw) Byknbgin; Chumpwlhb, Linb)Ghpny
hwdwp wnopf §p duwnnighff punnidtl bnf bpkf opkp
upnilwl hb jhpwwnwly Pphunnup kpkfopbm ) pundwb b
Jqupnipbwl: Shpmwnwlnipbwl wnop £fbp p Jwnnignihl
Gwbir YwhnipGk bwnf boplhpnpn opp, wjuhGfl
Yppwlwdninfh dwdbpgnipbwl’ ulhqpp dhuwlwb
Uhpwlhhb, Jkp Shpny 8Bwpniphwb opp: inghhwlghuw Yp
Juwnwpnih Gwhr funwuniGfh pun LG Bnwjwupwbh’
tpp dnnnynipnp 40 oplip uqug Unyfukup dwhp, hGyyku
Gwht fwhniwl mwpbnupdhl jwd niphy npink wnhpny
np plwwlhfp Yp hwhwfh hwiwnfn] nghlnghy
hwlgnighwih dp jhpwwnwmlyp:
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