after the redemption of the world by Christ, an analogy to
the gift by God of the Sinai Law, 50 days (traditionally) after
the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.

Paul in | Cor. 16:8 spoke of delaying his return to
Corinth from Ephesus until after Pentecost; he wished to
take evangelistic advantage of the opportunity offered by
the crowds assembled for the feast.

In some branches of the Christian Church Pentecost or
Whitsuntide is observed as a solemn feast 50 days after
Easter, to commemorate the coming of the Holy Spirit. The
Church took over from the synagogue the liturgical use of
Psalm 29 for Pentecost. In Christian symbolism cloven
tongues of fire signify the Day of Pentecost, as well as the
Holy Spirit.
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AVEDIS
a Mini-Magazine for Adults
Avedis concentrates on Bible study
and Armenian Church History

SUNRISE
A Mini-Magazine for Middle Grades
Sunrise deals with applied Christianity. Through practical
examples, this magazine addresses how to live the Gospel
in today's world.

MUSTARD SEED
A Mini-Magazine for Primary Grades (1-3)
The Mustard Seed is designed for the youngest readers of
the Armenian Church. This is a valuable Christian resource
tool for teachers or parents.

Sunrise and Avedis are $5 per year.
Mustard Seed is $3 per year.
Bulk rates available.
Make checks payable to:
DRE, Dicoese of the Armenian Church of America
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JESUS CHRIST

And in One Lord Jesus Christ

The fundamental confession of Christians about their
Master is this: Jesus Christ is Lord. It begins in the gospel

when Jesus Himself asks His disciples who they think that
He is:
But who do you say that | am? Simon Peter replied,
“You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God”
(Matthew 16:16).

Jesus is the Christ. This is the first act of faith which
men must make about Him. At His birth, the child of Mary is
given the name Jesus, which literally means “Saviour” (In
Hebrew Joshua, the name also of Moses’ successor who
crossed the Jordan River and led the chosen people into
the promised land). “You will call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21; Luke
1:31). It is this Jesus who is the Christ, which means the
Anointed, the Messiah of Israel. Jesus is the Messiah, the
one promised to the world through Abraham and his
children.

But who is the Messiah? This is the second question,
one also asked by Christ in the gospels—this time not to His
disciples, but to those who were taunting Him and trying to
catch Him in his words. “Who is the Messiah?” he asked
them, not because they could answer or really wished to
know, but in order to silence them and to begin the inaugu-
ration of “the hour” for which He had come: the hour of the
world’s salvation.

Now while the Pharisees were gathered together,
Jesus asked them a question saying, “What do you
think of the Christ (i.e. the Messiah)? Whose Son is
He?
They said to Him, “The Son of David.”
He said to them, “How is it then that David, inspired
by the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to
my Lord, sit at my right hand till | put thy enemies
under thy feet” (Psalm 110). If David thus calls Him
Lord, how is He His son?

And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor
from that day did anyone dare to ask Him any more
questions (Matthew 22:41-46).

After Jesus' resurrection, inspired by the same Holy
Spirit which inspired David, the apostles and all members of
the Church understood the meaning of His words. Jesus is
the Christ. And the Christ is the Lord. This is the mystery of
Jesus Christ the Messiah, namely that He is the One
Lord, identified with the God Yahweh of the Old
Testament.

Yahweh was always called Adonai, the Lord, by the
people of Israel. In the Greek Bible the very word Yahweh
was not even written. Instead, where the word Yahweh was
written in Hebrew, and where the Jews said Adonai, the
Lord, the Greek Bible simply wrote “Kyrios"—the Lord.
Thus, the son of David, which was another way of saying
the Messiah, is called Kyrios, the Lord.

For the Jews, and indeed for the first Christians, the
term Lord was proper to God alone: “God is the Lord and
has revealed Himself unto us” (Psalm 118). This Lord and
God is Yahweh; and it is Jesus the Messiah as well. For
although Jesus claims that “the Father is greater than I
(John 14:28), He claims as well: “l and the Father are one”
(John 10:30).

Believing in “One Lord Jesus Christ” is the prime
confession of faith for which the first Christians were willing
to die. For it is the confession which claims the identity of
Jesus with the Most High God.
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