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CHRgTIANITY l i s

teaches Hhat
DEATH IS A
BRADGE between
+hie life and

'f;\e, next. . .

S ———

--and J&&l“l is -
? BEGINMING

CHRIST HIMSELF
proclaimed and proved
this central message of
t Christianity through His
1 - own resurrection.
"He who believes in me,
Ahough he die, yer shall

FQ, live.
-=JoHM 11:25

To 2 Christian,
death is an end--
(end of this life on earth)

—

Christ's apostie PAUL
explained that death is
a change from a simpler
to a more complex life
through resurrection.

"For since we believe

' 4hot Jesus died and rose
| 3g3in, even 50, through

| Jesus, God will bring
WI-I'L H ‘“‘O&& WL\O
have fallen asleep.”

-1 Theseolonians 4114
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LopG with death

often requires /}// \
CRANGES IP RTNITUDE-- 7
leading 4o aeceptance..

We ean eXpress ovr
LOVE ang CONCERN
for +he. dying person
3nd learn 4o cope
death ourselves by’

¢ being there when needed
« thinking of his or her needs

over our own
¢ sharing our real feelings.

o

with

RS, ..
No matter how Strong .
ovr fith... MoST OF US
HEED HELP COPING when
we're +old we're going 4o die.... .
UL we con TEULY v
decept it

A dying person may DEMY desth

G\

“The. diagrosis
& weomg, Il get

i can't be
angther opinion.

We can help by LETTING
gk OR HER. PENY 1T 956 much as reeded

(but not encauvraging #)

— being canstantly PATIENT,
not judging. Denisl is 2

- EXPECTING CHANGE
frorn time to time - denial
one day, acceptance the
next — so that wa £an keep
cursalves steady.

i

~WHEN ihe dying person is
READY, reading the Bible
together; talking about
Christ's death - His agony
and doubts,

natural reaction to such

jolting news, @
f




(35, . . THIRD. . .

A dying person mey
4ry to GARGAIN with God

A dying person m«ay e;m ANGER

= resentment, envy . Cugual{y no’}- oa’oud )
—erying ot to ) .
the world, “I'm wfor more Fime.
still herel Don't -~for lese pain . .maybe
forget thatl* ™ e ) .
_ Gad vl listen if

- .
% ( Veskreely..

. Everyonals mesn
#rd insensitive.! They
reaii\( den't care
Bhout me /

We ean wp By SHARING We can W JLEALS T4
ovr Hime and 2 sympathetic esr--ﬂeﬂwg . dhe person may feel gmi-iy-—-&r not baing
the anger be expressed more religious, ete.

- avoiding arguing back, —~ ASKING DURSELVES - —WHEN the dvir_ig person is
understanding. {How is i1 our own fear of desth HE:DL— f:‘g:"?‘"jﬂ lf'f'm e If he or she expresses these hidden
would we fee! if !l our that makes us react or her about Christ’s life ~ wy .
dreamns and ralationships defensively? ) sl death - of sacrifice; ! only - wishes, we C-!aﬂ Offel‘ encouragement.
were sbout to come to how He was rejected aven: . wish, .. We can remind him or her of the good

donie, the happiness had, etc. We can
point out God's never-ending love
and mercy, Christ’s sacrifice and
forgiveness for every one of us.

an end?} o by His own followers, E‘tc .
o) how He also struggled with i
- I doubts in the Garden of : . ,—{'ﬁ\\
'3? Gethsemane, but stood "3

’/é):‘ strong to the end, ’ ' -
st e %v 7 "




AT FIRST the dying
" pavson will be deprassad
© about "osing’” identity
as a person, ability
carfy out responsibilities,

(}\‘Ftlends B43in..

LATER the person will

he nore deaply depressed
thinking about ait that will
be |ost -- evarything and
everyone he or she jovad.

. ngvgr 4o See
W&mfyw

We. ean help in Two ways. ..

We can try to be CHEERING - with
pleasant conversation, encourage-
ment that the family's doing well,
bolstering self-esteem, reminiscing . . .

.. or we can REMAIN S{LENT -
tetting grief be expressed; not trying
to be cheerful.

iy
=

When emahons are

under combiol-- we can remind
the dying person of Christ’s promisas
of eternal life in Heaven with Him.

H
»

LIS

A dying person, ine,n enough time,
and unde,rs%-andmg, may eventvally

- ko Spend
.Soma +ime with
ey "H‘ou_glvks

WE also mush accept this reality... not clinging. ..
lathing 90 50 he or she can die with inner pesce
and dignity

~ OFFERING our presance NOT FEELING RE- - - teaving a BIBLE nearby 30
guietly, not demanding JECTED because he or it can ba raad whan desired,
coprversation. she iy detachad, it's i

naturat to want to put
one's thoughts in prder,
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A death in the fomily
AFFELTS ‘Qj_! H% members.
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- feelings that parallel the dying
person’s,

- @mptiness, sorrow, loneliness — we
should EXPRESS these feslings to
sympathetic {isteners; and not brood
over “what might have been.” We
can express our love for the dead
person in the way we go on living.

m

PDIUSTMENT

- t0 & new sveryday routine.

~ 10 added responsibilities, duties that
may cause frustration and apprehen-
sion. If some unfamiliar chores are
too difficult, a friend or relative can
probably heip out.

- to the foneliness. it is important
now 1o go out with friends and have
fun - to keep spirits up.

Butr CoNSOLATION will come. sooner--
end move deeply--if we look inthe
Bible. for the wisdom thet can

l /’) I‘!ej? u5 U?‘dﬁf&‘l"aﬂd.
{:
N !

, { FRIENDS Snd
HEIGHBORS
can halp out the

q family now -

/ ! by lending a
b

sympathetic
ear ... quietly
sharing their
chores.

What aboob
the QHILDREN

@l\i!&r&ﬂ
should share
‘Family 'griGE:F :

o5 well a5

joy. BESDES ... someday they'll have to face

i their own dying. WE CAN LAY THE FOUN-
they wamt DATION for their faith in God and fearisss

:3 atte!nd . acceptance of death by

w::;:) us:jmces, - ancouraging them to EXPRESS

let them their feelings :

- ANSWERING their questions as
clearly and fully AS WE CAN,

NOTE. Often children fest guilty
for a relative's “"going away'” {guiity
over past quarreis, angry words and

thoughis),

Taik it over with them; raassure
them so they’ll understand that they
had nothing to do with the death.
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MEDICALLY ol
SPEAINNG, -
death is a process,
rather than a momant
in tirna: al! vital body
functions {pulsa,
respiration, brain
waves) cease to function
permanantly, but not

all at the same time.

According 4o

Chrigts 2sosurences-- .~
AT DEPTH we give

our lives baelk

4o God

God transforms our
body; our whole
persohality will enter

a NEW ENVIRONMENT
-~ Haaven.

¥

v

THEOLDGIEALLY
SPEPING,

death happens when-the
body begins to disintegrate:
defining the precise moment
is not important.

_ “For the
trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be

raised imperishabie. . . .

For . .. this mortal

nature must put on

immortality.”

— | Corinthians 15:52-63

AN

o DIFFERENT from the
space/+time environment
we know on +his earth

. . - where CHRIST wiill WELCOME
US and the HUMAN PERSON (body
and soul) will FLOWER into its
most wonderful form.
Living there will involve
developing relationships,
iruly eommunicating,
acquiring knowledge . .,
but ON A MUCH HIGHER
LEVEL than is done
here on earth,

Beloved, we are God's
children now; it does
not yet appear what we
shall be, but we know
that when He appears,
we shall be like Him ...

— 1John 3:2

TLG, Kn\gdow GF
Heaven is opem
+o EVERYONE

-- to those who trust

- in Jesus’ sacrifice and
rasurrection as the
fuifiliment of God’s
promises of salvation,

- to those whe act in
accordance with
God's law by the
light of nature.

— Romans 2:12-18
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it brings us ALL close +o death

-t 3 time Afor questioning
--it's 3 4ime 4o re-evaluate life’s
purposes, our own lives
--it reminds uvs ‘I'lna'l‘ our 4ime.

I+ 2 +ime 4o
--Higs promise. of Salvation




