When children and parents have faith discussions regularly, faith multiplies.

Faith at Home

Parent Handout 02/17/19

Theme of the Sunday: God chooses vessels

Verse of the Sunday: Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before | formed you in the womb | knew
you, and before you were born | consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then | said, “Ah,
Lord God! Truly | do not know how to speak, for | am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘| am only
a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom | send you, and you shall speak whatever | command you. Do not be afraid
of them, for | am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth;
and the Lord said to me, “Now | have put my words in your mouth. See, today | appoint you over nations and over
kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” Jeremiah 1:4-10

Message/Moral of the day: There will be times in your life when God will come to you, as he did to Jeremiah,
and ask you to do something very special for him. He may call you to be a preacher, a missionary, or a Sunday
school teacher. Whatever it is that God calls you to do in this life, remember what he said to Jeremiah, "Don't say,
'I can't!"™ If God calls you to do something, he will reach out his hand and touch your life to give you the ability to
do it.

Faith at Home:
e Share a story of your calling from God, and how you’ve responded to that
* What positive impact your calling and commission had on you and those around you?
* Respond today to a calling which is long overdue

Prayer & Worship: Dear Heavenly Father, there may be some things in this life that we cannot do. But we know
that if you ask us to do something, you will give us the ability to do it if we will just trust in you. Amen.

Liturgical Calendar: The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple. On February 14 each year,
the Armenian Church celebrates Dyarnuntarach, literally “the bringing forward of the Lord.” The Feast of the
Presentation of Our Lord to the Temple is always 40 days after Armenian Christmas. Other names for the feast
is Derendas. The Feast of the Presentation of Our Lord is told in the Gospel of Luke 2:21-40. When Mary and
Joseph took the baby Jesus to the temple, Mary was seen by Simeon, an elderly and devoutly religious Jew who
had prayed to God to keep him alive so he would see the Saviour promised to mankind. When he saw Mary and
her baby, Simeon suddenly sensed God’s presence, and said: “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence
of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” (Luke 2:29-32)

The Feast of St. Sarkis the Warrior. Sarkis was a Greek from the area of Cappadocia on the Anatolian
plain. He was a proud, brave Christian and served as a Roman army officer during the reign of Emperor
Constantine (roughly 337 A.D.). Sarkis’ valor, strength, and bravery earned him the rank of general. Sarkis used
his position of power for spiritual growth, going from town to town purging the land of pagan idols, teaching the
Gospel, and building churches where pagan temples once stood. Sarkis had a good model in the piety of the
Emperor Constantine.



