THE DISCOVERY OF THE BELT
OF THE MOTHER OF GOD

Today we mark the discovery of the belt of
St. Mary. The Church teaches that the body of
the Mother of the Lord was assumed to heaven
after her dormition, a feast which we celebrated
two sundays ago. Therefore, considering the
fact that there are no physical relics of her,
the piety of the people has centered more on
her personal belongings, some of which were
discovered after being hidden during times of
persecution.

One of these items is the belt of St. Mary,
which is indeed an important part of the dress
andthe wardrobe of middle eastern women. The
belt of St. Mary was discovered in Jerusalem
in the 5th century, during the reign of Emperor
Arcadius (395-408), and it was transferred to
Constantinople and placed in the Church that
bears her name. The presence of the belt in this
church is mentioned about fifty years after its
discovery, in connection with the healing of
Empress Zoe, the wife of Emperor Leo. The
second item which has been so highly honored
is the jewel box in which it is said that the Holy
Virgin kept her headpiece. The feast of the
discovery of the jewel box is commemorated
inthe Armenian Church on the 5th Sunday after
Pentecost. Today's celebration is always on the
3rd Sunday after the Assumption.

Both of these feasts were listed in the Li-
turgical Calendar of the Armenian Church as
voluntary feasts, with the note: "Celebrate if
you so wish." Catholicos Simeon of Yerevan,
the last person to introduce basic reforms in
the Armenian Church Calendar, published his
reformed calendar in 1774 in which he included
these two feasts as mandatory celebrations.
Originally, both of these feasts had local sig-
nificance and they were celebrated only in the
geographic area in which the discovery itself
was made. Their celebration spread gradually
throughout the Roman Empire, from Constanti-
nople to Rome, and entered into the East under
the influance of the Crusaders.

Taken from Abp. Torkom Koushagian's
"Saints and Feasts", Jerusalem, 1957
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Ujuop 4p wolklip U. Uuwnniwdwduh
gownhht gqhunh® wolp: U. Bhknkght Yp
Awiwinwy np Shpwdop dwpdhup Epyhup
dbpwihnfunibgue  hp  Blugnudbl  bup,
npntl  wolp JEdwAwlnku wolkghup
Epyne Yppwlhibp wnwe: Nipbdl, hw-
wnh wnibn] np U. Unjup dwpd Dwlwl
Fwunttpibpp  snibhtp, Awlwnwgbwp
dnnndnipnh  pwpbywpuwlwl  Lplho-
Quwdniphtip Ybgpniwgwd Lt wlnp
ubthwlwt  hpbnkUbbpnit Jpuy, npnup
Awpuwdwl ph pupbpnil pwpnigniwd pl-
iy, Jenwquyht bpbuwt Bywi:

Uju hpbntuibptt dht £ Uunniwdw-
dop qowht Ywd Yudwpp, np wpbibbwb
hpubpnt ygbunpt bu Unyt wnbl wpnne-
ywpnht Jupbinp Okl dwup Gp uydt: U
guninibgue Gpniwwnkdh dEe B nupnil,
Uplwnhnu Luyubp opny (395-408), bi
fhéwAwbnkbuy wuwwnning  thnpuwnpnebing
U.Mnihu, ybnbnnibgue U. Bunnuwdwdth
tnthpniwd nwswpht dke: Fowhhl unyl
nwAwpht Jte qulinthip Yp ghanih wunp
gunnibtt Yku nup kg, LEint Guyubp
Onjh pwqgniAhht pdplnpbwl  wnphe:
Gpypnpn hpb £ winuhp ud wplnp, npntl
dte Lp wwhnikp U. Unyuht gihuwlingp’
npntt ghunp Lugwunwibuyg Bhknkght
yp wolk Zngbquuunbwl G. Yhpwlphb:
buly uyuopniwy wolp Fhaw hp Awlnhuh
dbpunpnpudwl & Yhpwlhht:

Uju bpyne notbpl wi Lwjwunwibuyg
tlbknkginy motwgnyghl dte twhwwbu Yp
Jh2nitht npyku fuidwinp wnolbp, «Gpt
Juihu ok’ molbwy pugunpnipbwdp:
Upftnt bBpbuwligh Ywpnnplnu, np dbp
notiugnygp AhFund ht pwpbljwpgnnubptu
dbpehtut £, 1774 pniwlwiht Apwnw-
pwljwd hp wolugnyght dte uyu bplne
inolbpl wi Awunwinnit noubkpne fupght
puwuwd b Uhyplwgbu wyu Bplne notikpl
wi wbnwlwl plnpe niibht, wuhlipl lp
tgnibht Fhuyl hpklg guuiniwé inbnunyt
oppwlwlhht JEp: LbwnyhAbink wibih pb-
pupdwlnibgue wotht Ugnufp, Y. Mnuty
whgbny Znnd, b wuyw Nwgwhhpbbpne
wynbgniebwl nwl nwpwdnibgu wdpnng
wpbib ph dbe:

Runnuwd' @apgnd Uppbuu. Fnigulbubh
«Unippp i Solipytd, Gpnuwnkbd, 1957
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