When God calls you to do
His Work say, “/ CAN!”

Theme: The Prophets
Object: A math book
Scripture: Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before |

formed you in the womb | knew you, and before you were born |
consecrated you; | appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then | said, “Ah,
Lord God! Truly | do not know how to speak, for | am only a boy.” But the
Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘1 am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to
whom | send you, and you shall speak whatever | command you. Do not be
afraid of them, for | am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord
put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now | have put my words in your mouth. See,
today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.” Jeremiah 1:4-10

"| just can’t do it!" Have you ever said that? Of course you have. We have all said that at one time or another.
Maybe you said it when the soccer coach asked you to take the penalty shot that would win the game, or when your
piano teacher asked you to play a difficult piece on a recital. Maybe it was when the teacher called on you to give a
book report in front of the whole class.

Hagop was a good student. Oh, he wasn't the smartest kid in class, but he worked hard and made pretty good
grades. His worst subject was math. Addition and subtraction didn't give him any trouble, but when it came to long
division, he just didn't get it. One day as he sat struggling with his assignment, he finally threw down his pencil and
cried out in frustration, "l just can't do it!" His teacher, Mrs. Davis, smiled at Hagop and said, "Can't’ never could do
anything. Here, let me help you." Mrs. Davis went over to Hagop's desk and showed him step by step what he had
to do to solve the problem. With his teacher's help, suddenly long division didn't seem so hard after all.

Our Bible lesson today is about a man named Jeremiah. One day, God spoke to Jeremiah and said, "Before you
were even born, | chose you to be my prophet to all the nations." Jeremiah answered, "l can't! I'm not a good
speaker, and besides, I'm too young." "Don't say 'l can't" the LORD answered Jeremiah. "If | tell you to go and
speak to someone, then go! And when | tell you what to say, don't leave out a word!" Then the LORD reached out
his hand, and touched Jeremiah's mouth and said, "l am giving you the words to say, and | am sending you with
authority to speak to the nations for me."

There will be times in your life when God will come to you, as he did to Jeremiah, and ask you to do something very
special for him. He may call you to be a preacher, a missionary, or a Sunday school teacher. Whatever it is that
God calls you to do in this life, remember what he said to Jeremiah, "Don't say, 'l can't!" If God calls you to do
something, he will reach out his hand and touch your life to give you the ability to do it.

Dear Heavenly Father, there may be some things in this life that we cannot do. But we know that if you ask us to do
something, you will give us the ability to do it if we will just trust in you. Amen.



