ACTIVITIES FOR THE SUNDAY OF THE JUDGE
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Depending on time, audience, and resources, open with a couple of games that will get kids thinking
about asking, or in a way, manipulating...

 (Younger students) “Don’t crack up!” Have students sit in a circle. Designate one student to be the
“cracker” and go in the middle of the circle. Give that child a phrase to say, and have them walk
around trying to make the others laugh. The first person to laugh goes in the middle of the circle
and does the same thing. OR have students pair up and see if they can make one another laugh.

e “What will it take to....” Form groups of students, and select one person from each group to be the
“task doer”. Encourage the other kids to make the task student do something (stand on one foot,
make a silly face, turn around and cluck like a chicken, etc.). Encourage kids to use words and
polite phrases to get people to do what they want. See what it takes to force students into action
(this works for multiple age groups).

¢ (Older students, if outdoor facilities are available) Split students into two teams and play a classic
game of “red rover”. Have teams face one another with arms linked. Call one student at a time to
try and break through the other side. If they are unsuccessful, they will join that line. Alternatively,
have students link arms in a circle and pick one at a time to break into or out of the circle.
*Disclaimer: carefully monitor these games, as overly rough linking can lead to injury!

Tell students that today we will talk about someone who was trying to get something to happen.
Sometimes we think prayer is like a vending machine, and that if we put in enough we will get what we
want out of it. Fortunately, God is not like that, and this lesson will help us understand His love and
goodness no matter what.
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HIDE AND SEEK:

(Don't give up).... Children will take turns in trying to find someone in a designated area who the teacher has given a mini candy bar or any small item. If the child finds someone hiding but
they do NOT have the item, they will continue to seek someone else until they find the children with the hidden item. Then the teacher will walk around and pretend to give another small
candy or item to children and then to actually give the item to a child and the game will continue with someone else being the "seeker". Make sure that all the children get to be a "seeker" to
FIND a child with the candy, but tell children to NOT GIVE UP until they find it.

TUG OF WAR (Don't give up):
Divide the children into two teams and play tug of war. After one team has been pulled across the center line, have the first or last child on each team, move to the other team and continue
to play. Change one child on each team after each LINE PULL until the team is completely switched to the other side. Tell children to NOT GIVE UP and pull as hard as they can no matter
who is on their team -- to be PERSISTENT!!!

PRAYER PATH GAME:

Make a path of different colors of construction paper squares. Then pass out one colored piece of paper to each child and have them stand on the path square that matches the color paper
that they have been given by the teacher. The teacher will then begin to draw colored paper or an M&M out of a basket and call out that color. The child will come to the middle and name
something to pray about that coincides with the color of square that the teacher called out: RED will be prayers for people (a certain name if known) who need to know that Jesus died on the
cross and washed their sins away with His RED blood; DARK GREY will be for people who need to repent of their DIRTY sins; GREEN will be for someone to GROW in Jesus Christ; YELLOW
will be for a certain person or group of friends or people to know more about HEAVEN; ORANGE could be for people to NOT FEAR struggles or problems because Jesus is near; PURPLE
could be for people to obey GOD and to know that HE is royalty and we as Christians are His royal priesthood; BLUE can be for people to be baptized and obey God's desire for us to identify
with Christ that way, etc. Then have a PRAYER PATH SCRAMBLE and everyone will change colors and continue to play.

PRAYER WALK:
The teacher can place signs on the wall in a designated area. The pictures can be of a HOME, a FIREHOUSE, a SCHOOL, a CHURCH, an APARTMENT COMPLEX, etc. Children will walk from

picture to picture and say a short prayer, (either silently or together as a class), for the people who live or work in each place!

VIRTUAL PRAYER GAME:
Tell children to think of someone to pray for. When it is their turn, they will explain something about that person or place and the other children will try to guess where or what that prayer
idea is located or what the prayer is for that person. (EX: I'm thinking of someone in my school, someone who walks in the halls, someone who watches us on the playground, or teaches my

class; or I'm thinking of someone at the grocery store, etc.)
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PRAYING HANDS:

Give children supplies to trace their own hands on a piece of construction paper and cut out and tape or glue to another piece of paper. Write today's Bible verse on the hand or the paper, or
write DON'T GIVE UP - KEEP ON PRAYING!

PRAYER CUP:
Each child can be given a styrofoam cup and little pieces of colored construction paper. Children can write on the short slips of paper - words as as PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER, DON'T GIVE
UP; PRAYER, FRIENDS, FAMILY, SCHOOL TEACHERS, POOR CHILDREN, SICK PEOPLE, etc and glue around the cup. Then children can take their cup home and have empty slips of paper
inside the cup and during the week, they can write on a slip of paper as prayer needs come up or as names of people come to their mind to prayer for. Encourage children to LOOK for things

to pray for and to have all of their slips of paper written on by next class time.

PRAYER JOURNAL:
Give children squares of construction paper to staple or tie with yarn together. Each page can be a picture drawn or some words of ideas for children to pray for --- a person, their home,
school, friends, Dr, grand parents, teachers, etc. The cover page of their prayer journal can be titled -- DON'T GIVE UP -- KEEP PRAYING. Encourage children to take their prayer journals

home and to write specific names on each page to prayer for. IF they see an answer to their prayers, they should place a happy face or a sticker on that page.

PRAYER BEAR:

Children can be given 2 copies of a bear to tape or yarn tie (in punched holes) around the edges. Stuff the bear from the top with tissues and tape or staple shut. Children can draw and write

ideas about Prayer from our lesson today as well as adding stickers, etc. Hang the bears from the top with a hole punched and yarn for hanging.

PRAYER TREE:
Give children supplies to cut out a tree trunk and tape or glue cut out leaves (or trace leaves on the tree) and place on another piece of construction paper. Let children use a pen, pencil or
fine point markers to write prayer ideas on each leaf. On the trunk of the tree, children can write KEEP PRAYING - DON'T GIVE UP!

PRAYER-O-METER:

Children can draw a long Meter on their own piece of paper or a very LONG meter on the classroom wall on a poster board. Title the meter, PRAYER-O-METER. Add lines to the meter for
every prayer and begin to fill in the lines as children say who they have prayed for or for the number of children who pray during class time in a prayer circle. Each week, the lines can be
colored in as the children share who they have been praying for. This will encourage the children to pray for others and to see how many weeks it will take to have their PRAYER-O-METER

reach the top!
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