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So, let us not ignore our ultimate wnwy hunnhy, the profession of a life in Christ. As we live out our vocations, let us allow the
light which comes from the joyous news of the crucified messiah shine in whatever we do. As we begin our Lenten journey
together, let us vow to take these 40 days as an opportunity to reprioritize our lives and to replace our focus on our ultimate
mission. Let us not live aimlessly, but rather with the conviction that we were created to live lives of incredible purpose and
meaning. And as we come to see more clearly what God is calling us individually and specifically to do in our own Christian

ministries, let us prepare ourselves collectively, through our celebration of Holy Week, to follow Christ along his path to
Jerusalem.

By Fr. Haroutiun Sabounjian
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Presentation of the Lord to the Temple - Agra Hadeeg
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In Armenian life, with the birth of a new child comes a beloved tradition called wijnwy hwwnhl (agra hadeeg). After a child
loses his or her first tooth, family and friends gather for an anticipated tradition where various items are placed in front the
child. The crowd assembled waits in anticipation to see which item the child will pick, for the item picked is believed to
determine the career the child will one day pursue. If a stethoscope is picked, the child will be a doctor, if a gavel, a judge, if a
dictionary, a professor. And when the child picks up an item, those gathered around erupt with a roar of cheering. Typically,
the parents of the child purposely put the items associated with prestigious careers right in front and the less desirable

items out of reach.

It seems to me that this tradition taps into a basic human impulse to assert that our lives are not merely a series of random
events, but that there is a force that pulls us toward the lives we will lead. And through this week’s celebration of the
Presentation of the Lord to the Temple, we see in a similar way that Christ, even as an infant, was being pulled toward the

life he would lead; a life that would change the world forever.
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In the same way that we bring our children to the Church for baptism as infants, likewise in biblical times, there was a Jewish
custom, written into the law given to Moses on Mount Sinai, to bring every first-born male child to the temple 40 days after
their birth to be dedicated to the temple. Following the custom, Jesus was brought to the temple by his parents as an infant,
and at his presentation to the temple, we encounter two interesting characters. The first is Simeon, an elderly, righteous
man, who had been waiting to encounter the one who would be called “the consolation of Israel,” and when he saw Jesus, he
knew he had found him. | imagine this scene as a sort of winuy junhl: many children were brought in front of Simeon but
he waited to intuitively pick out the winner: the child who would one day bring healing to this broken world. The story then
introduces us to a second character, Anna, a prophetess, who affirmed Simeon'’s claim that Jesus was the chosen one of
Israel by spreading the news of his coming to all around.
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Simeon had the eyes to see Christ’s ultimate purpose, which would come 33 years later in that very same city of Jerusalem.
We see that the writers of the Gospel accounts emphasize that everything Christ did in his ministry was working toward his
ultimate purpose. And they do this by describing seemingly unconnected miracles and teachings as all happening “on the
way to Jerusalem.” Even just in the gospel of Luke, this reminder of Christ's purpose is mentioned constantly. We hear in
chapter 9 that “he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem,” (9:51) in chapter 13 that he was “teaching as he went and
[made] his way to Jerusalem,” (Lk 13:22) in chapter 17 that he was traveling through Samaria and Galilee, “continu[ing] his
journey to Jerusalem.”(Lk 17:11) Basically, Christ's entire ministry was one extended journey to Jerusalem. By reading the
Gospel accounts, we see that, even from Christ’s birth, he was constantly being pulled toward his ultimate purpose, being
pulled toward Jerusalem, being pulled toward the week of his passion, being pulled toward his crucifixion for the redemption
of Israel and for all of mankind.

In a similar way, after our rebirth from the holy font of baptism, we begin being pulled toward our ultimate purpose. We
begin being pulled to walk on the way. We begin being pulled to be followers of Christ, and most shockingly, we begin being
pulled out of our mundane, ordinary lives to become adopted children of the creator of the Universe.

This is our ultimate wijnuy hwmnhl, our raison-d'étre, the ultimate pursuit of our lives as Christians that has been set for us
from the moment of our rebirth from the baptismal font by the God who created us. In the same way that Simeon shows
that Christ would be pulled to Jerusalem to redeem Israel, we have been shown that we are being pulled to live out
incredible lives in Christ, spreading the joy of his gospel throughout the world.




image6.png
When a child sits down during their wjpuy hunnhyy to pick an item from the array of options, we must acknowledge that the
cross has already chosen them. The new life offered through our risen Lord has the power to transform all that we do in this
world. If a child’s wijppuy hunhly leads them to become a doctor, the cross of Christ can offer the power of healing: that this
Christian doctor may not only heal their patients’ bodies in their practice, but through their presence and bedside manner,
they can share Christ’s healing with their patients, bringing his rest to their souls. If a child’s wjppuy hunnhly leads them to
become a lawyer, the cross of Christ can give the power of peace: that just as Christ chose to fight his enemies with love
instead of retaliating with vengeance, this Christian lawyer can encourage peaceful resolution wherever possible. If a child’s
wlppuy hwnhy leads them to become a garbage collector, the cross of Christ can help this Christian public servant to see the
deeper meaning in their work in that, just as they are helping to clean up and renew the environment, Christ has come to
make the world anew through his death on the cross and his resurrection, inaugurating a new creation. When we
consciously approach our lives by seeing that they are not just a series of random events, but rather a progression of living
out the purpose we were created for, then we can begin to live out our callings all the more fully, with the joy that living a life
in the gospel brings.




