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Pentecost: The Coming of the Holy Spirit

Imagine the predicament of the Disciples of Christ at the time of his Ascension. They were
still filled with the excitement of His resurrection and of the 40 days they had spent with
Him afterward.

Then came the Ascension, when he was taken up into heaven and suddenly the person
who had been their life for the past few years, the person for whom they had given up
everything, was physically gone from their midst. They could no longer touch him or speak
to him or ask him for guidance.

Christ had instructed them in vague terms just before the Ascension to “not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised.” He said, “John baptized with water,
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 1:4-5). And so the
disciples, probably not knowing what else to do, gathered together in the place where they
felt the closest to Jesus and each other: the Upper Room where they gathered for the Last
Supper.

There, they elected Matthias to replace Judas, once again bringing their number to 12.
And they waited for what would come. No doubt they were experiencing confusion,
sadness, and fear.

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound
like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they
were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 2:1-4).
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On that day, the Jewish feast of Pentecost, Peter delivered an inspiring sermon (Acts 2:14-
40) and 3,000 men and women were baptized becoming the first “church” in Jerusalem
(Acts 2:41-42). The Apostles began to heal, to preach with a new confidence, and begin
their separate — but equally important — missions throughout the world.





 


 




   

