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Home Blessing

One of the holy traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service which according to St. Gregory of Datev
was established by Our Savior Jesus Christ, when after His Resurrection He entered the upper room and blessed the
disciples. When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." (John. 20:19)

During the apostolic times, the twelve apostles of Jesus visited the homes of the faithful to bless them and to spread the
good news of Christ’s birth and His Resurrection. Likewise their followers - priests and bishops, entered the homes of the
faithful on the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to tell the good news of our Lord’s
Nativity and to bless them and their homes through a special Service.

Through the Home Blessing Service, the house of the faithful becomes a small church 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Philippians 1:2). During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep
the home, its inhabitants, and the children in good health, so that they live a devout life, glorify the name of Almighty God
and heighten the Holy Church.

Love and peace are established in the sanctified home. Therefore, it is desirable that the faithful devoutly keep the graces
from heaven which filled their homes. But if sinful behavior dominates in the house it can never become a the church
inhabited by the Holy Trinity, saints and angels.

Home Blessing Service of Christmas (Theophany)

At the home blessing Service conducted on Christmas, (generally from January 6th through the 13th), the priest enters the
home accompanied by a deacon or acolyte and gives the good news of the Nativity.

During the Service the hymn by St. Nerses the Graceful "Great and Wonderful Mystery" (Khorhurd mets ev sqancheli) is
sung and the passage about the Nativity is read from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 2:8-14). After the Gospel readings
the priest blesses the main items of the home which are of daily importance to the physical existence of man - water
(symbolizing the Sacrament of Baptism), bread or flour, and salt (symbolizing devout and divine life). He blesses these
items with the Holy Gospel and the Cross in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Through the home blessing Service the Son of God enters the homes of the faithful through the Holy Cross and the Holy
Gospel and dwells there in the blessed bread, water and salt reminding them in their daily life to follow His commandments
and messages.
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Tt is desirable and encouraging that the devout faithful attend church and invite a priest to conduct the service of the home

blessing on Christmas, Easter and on other occasions. That Service is of great importance and necessary for every Christian
both for the peace of soul and blessing of home items, because: "Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor

in vain. Unless the Lord guards the city, the guard keeps watch in vain ". (Psalm 127:1), also "Because you have made the

Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place, no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent." (Psalm

91:9-10)
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Home Blessing Service of Easter (Holy Resurrection)

During the home blessing Service conducted on the occasion of the feast of Holy Resurrection, the Easter hymn by St.
Nerses of Lambron "Today He has risen from the dead" (Aisor hariav I merelots) is sung. Then the priest reads a passage
from the Gospel according to Matthew (Matthew 18:16-20). Besides the salt, bread and water (symbolizing Christ’s body) he
also blesses wine (symbolizing Christ’s blood) and a red-dyed egg (symbolizing resurrection and new life).

Great is the sacrament of Resurrection. It is the background of Christian faith, "and if Christ has not been raised, then our
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain." (1 Corinthians 15:14). It is the good news of this great
sacrament that assures the Christians that besides earthly life there is also another one which is eternal and blissful. Thus
we should be encouraged by Christ’s miraculous resurrection as everyone will rise by Him, resurrect and ". . . appear before
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil." (2 Corinthians 5:10).

At the end of the home blessing ceremonies on the occasions of both Christmas and Easter the priest gives the members of
the family a blessed wafer (nushkar) as a sign of the Lord’ s presence, blessings and at the same time abundance and
fruitfulness. It is tradition to keep the wafer in the wheat or flour box or in the bread-basket. The ceremonies end with a
prayer.

The blessing of homes is conducted also when the peaceful atmosphere of a home is broken because of impudent and non-
Christian behavior of one of the family members or because of the presence of evil in the home.

The peace and warm atmosphere of faithful families are so important to the church that the church fathers always preached
to keep long-lasting peace. They testify that sacredness and peace are disturbed because of sinful behavior by members of
the family. Therefore if there is no peace, understanding of sacredness, love, unity and harmony, God’s blessings can never
be given. Thus the place which is devoid of the Lord’s protection will naturally be full of evil or devils, which "Like a roaring
lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour." (1Peter 5:8).

However priestly prayers and blessings alone are not enough to renew our spiritual life and to remove the evil from our
homes. Great faith is needed from the individual to receive blessing and healing, as well as for communing with the divine
graces "Then he touched their eyes and said, "According to your faith let it be done to you." (Matthew 9:29), faith,
repentance, prayers and fasting are expected from the family members, because "But this kind does not come out except by
prayer and fasting" (Matthew 17:20).




