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Blessing of the Grapes

In our national and church life great importance is given to the Divine traditions which originate from the Holy Scriptures.
They became the best way to express the unique image of our nation and church. Thus, these traditions were valued and
adopted as sacred services, improving throughout the centuries.

History

One of the holy celebrations of the Armenian Church is the Blessing of the Grapes which is offered following the celebration of
Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God. It is also one of the Holy Traditions of the Universal
Church.

During pre-Christian times "the feast of Roots and Fruit" constituted part and parcel of the religious rituals of almost all
nations. On this day a special ceremony was conducted by the servants of the temple, during which the first fruit of the year
was offered to the corresponding God embodying fertility; as a sign of obedience, gratitude and fruitfulness for the coming

year.
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Although the above-mentioned ceremony of offering the first fruit was also found in Armenian traditions, it was not
distinguished as "the feast of Roots and Fruit". It was considered to be one of the feasts devoted to the Goddess Anahit as she
embodied fertility and fruitfulness.

After Armenia’s adoption of Christianity as the state religion in 301 AD, St. Gregory the Illuminator implemented new
directions in the Armenian Church concerning traditions. The first Armenian Patriarch changed the essentials of the services,
but included parts of some customs and rites of the old Armenian religion into the new Christian Church traditions. One of
them was the offering of the first fruit from the harvest. After reviewing and modifying this tradition, St. Gregory the
Tlluminator Christianized the service and introduced it into the Armenian Church traditions correlating it with the Feast of
the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God. Upon the direction of St. Gregory the "offering" of the fruit was changed to be a
Holy blessing of the harvest conducted by a priest.
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The order of offering the first fruit to God was established by the
Prophet Moses: 1 "When you have come into the land that the Lord
your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you possess
it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of
the ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God
is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that
the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him,
"Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land
that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.

[.110 "So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O
Lord, have given me. You shall set it down before the Lord your God
and bow down before the Lord your God." (Deuteronomy 26:11- 3;
10)

During the services, the following harvests were offered: wheat,
barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, honey. Among these
offerings, the grapes were of special significance for the Romans, for two reasons. Firstly wine, which was considered to be the
best remedy for removing sadness and was associated with happiness and well-being was made of grapes. Secondly the grape
was the national symbol of Israel and at the same time a symbol of peace and well-being.

According to this God-founded cannon every year Israelis offered the first fruit of their gardens to God’s temple. They clearly
understood and frankly believed that all the fruit they enjoyed was granted to them by God in Heaven. Thus, in gratitude, they
had to offer the first fruits of their harvest and their just earnings to the Merciful God.

In the Armenian Church grapes are given preference over other fruits to be blessed as the first fruit of the harvest. This is
conditioned by a number of historical and religious circumstances. After the devastating flood, our ancestor Noah planted a
vineyard in the valley on the slopes of Mt. Ararat and grew grapes. 9:20 Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to plant a
vineyard. (Genesis 9:20)

The fruit of the vineyard became the decoration of the Araratian valley; it was considered to be the noblest fruit and was
called the KING OF THE FRUIT. Jesus Christ repeatedly assimilated himself with the vine 15:1 "I am the true vine, and my
Father is the vinegrower." (John 15:1). According to the explanation given by our Church Fathers the Holy Mother of God is
the selected branch that presented humanity with a pure and life-giving vine - Jesus Christ. The blessing of the fruit
conducted on the feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God coincides with the end of summer when the grape
ripens.
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According to the generalized tradition the choice of grapes over other fruits is usually explained by the convenience of the
season, however some consider that it is not exactly so. As it has been mentioned, our Lord described himself as the vine and
when we read in the Gospel (John 15 1:8) we see that His words reveal the symbolic mission of the grape vines in the life of
the Church. Thus, the hypothesis that only suitable weather conditions were a factor in the choice is questioned. Because
these factors, the Armenian Church has given preference to the grape, which every year on the feast of the Assumption of the
Holy Mother of God is blessed after the Divine Liturgy and given to the faithful in attendance.

Although St. Gregory the Illuminator didn’t establish a specific service for offering the first fruit of the harvest, his followers
kept this tradition and handed it down through generations. St. Sahag of Partev canonized it "as a rule" and St. Nerses the
Graceful turned this tradition into a formal service establishing readings from the gospel of the prophets and the apostles as

well as a special prayer of blessing for the consecration.

Thus, the blessing of grapes became a devout ceremony attached to the feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God.
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Today it is traditional for faithful Armenians who have grape vines or vineyards to offer the first fruit of their harvest during

the blessing of the grapes so that the original meaning of the ceremony established by St. Gregory the Illuminator would be

continued and the divine and heavenly blessing would abundantly inundate their fields.

The canons of the Armenian Church do not prohibit eating grapes before the Blessing of the Grapes, and the tradition of
abstaining from eating grapes before the ceremony is rooted in the people, and has become a national custom. As the grape

was given preference for blessing over all other fruits, then waiting with obedience and abstinence until the blessing of the

grapes follows in the tradition established by St. Gregory.

The Grape Blessing Ceremony

The Grape Blessing ceremony is conducted on the Feast of the
Assumption of the Holy Mother of God (on the nearest Sunday to
August 15th) after the celebration of Divine Liturgy. Led by the
presiding clergyman, the procession ascends to the Holy Altar.

The Blessing of the Grapes begins with the hymn "Glory to Your Holy
Cross", which is followed by readings from the Holy Bible. (Proverbs
3:9-10; Isaiah 65:8-10; Hebrews 6:18 - 7:7; John 15:1-8). After the
readings the deacon recites the prayer "Be grateful to Almighty God".

Then after uttering "Lord, have mercy" twelve times, the celebrant
reads St. Nerses’ prayer "Our Lord, Eternal Father" and the
clergymen blesses the gathered bunches of grapes singing "I bless and
sanctify these bunches of grapes". The ceremony ends with the
recitation of a "redemptive" prayer.

Proverbs 3:9-10

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all

your produce; 3:10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.
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Isaiah 65:8-10

Thus says the Lord: As the wine is found in the cluster, and they say, "Do not destroy it, for there is a blessing in it," so I will
do for my servants' sake, and not destroy them all. 65:9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah inheritors
of my mountains; my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there. 65:10 Sharon shall become a pasture for
flocks, and the Valley of Achor a place for herds to lie down, for my people who have sought me.

Hebrews 6:18-20

so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge
might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. 6:19 We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul,
a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain, 6:20 where Jesus, a forerunner on our behalf, has entered, having
become a high priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek.

Hebrew 7:1-7

This "King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he was returning from defeating the kings
and blessed him"; 7:2 and to him Abraham apportioned "one-tenth of everything." His name, in the first place, means "king
of righteousness"; next he is also king of Salem, that is, "king of peace." 7:3 Without father, without mother, without
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever. 7:4
See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth of the spoils. 7:5 And those descendants of Levi who
receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to collect tithes from the people, that is, from their kindred, though
these also are descended from Abraham. 7:6 But this man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from
Abraham and blessed him who had received the promises. 7:7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior.

John 15:1-8

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 15:2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 15:3 You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to
you. 15:4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you unless you abide in me. 15:5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. 15:6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 15:7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 15:8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples





 


 




   

