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Daily Services

The Armenian Church has nine services.

In the Armenian Church the night service is considered to be the first one, while in the Orthodox Church the first service is
the evening service, according to the belief that a new day begins at nightfall.

The services are as follows.

Night Service is dedicated to the praising of God the Father. The service is offered at midnight. Sleep is a gift of God; we
extend our thanks to Him for that blessing and ask Him that the rest of the night passes in peace and tranquility, and that
the next day is spent in purity and righteousness.

Morning Service is dedicated to the praising of God the Son. The time of the service is at dawn; it symbolizes Christ’s
appearance to the oil-bearing women and reminds us of Christ’s Resurrection and His saving mission.

Sunrise Service is dedicated to the praising of the Holy Spirit. Previously it was a part of the morning service. It
symbolizes Christ’s Resurrection and appearance to His disciples. It is offered at sunrise and is identified with Christ’s
Resurrection. Catholicos Ezr I (630-641) established this service and in the 12th century it was enriched with hymns of St.
Nerses Shnorhaly ( 1173).

Third Hour Service is offered at 9.00. It is dedicated to the Holy Spirit and symbolizes Eve’s tasting the forbidden fruit
and liberation through Jesus Christ from condemnation. The third hour service has a profound penitential meaning.

Sixth Hour Service is offered at 12.00. It is dedicated to God the Father and symbolizes Christ’s Crucifixion. During this
service we ask for God’s help for our feeble human nature.

Ninth Hour Service is offered at 15.00. It is dedicated to God the Son and symbolizes Christ’s death and liberation of
humanity from the power of the Hell.

Evening Service is dedicated to God the Son and symbolizes Christ’s burial. It is offered before sunset. On the threshold
of night a Christian, tired of his work and of mental exertion of the passed day, asks God for a quiet night and a peaceful
sleep.

Peace Service is dedicated to the Holy Spirit and symbolizes Christ’s descent to Hell and liberation of the righteous people
from torments. It is offered after sunset.
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Rest Service is dedicated to God the Father. In early times it was the continuation of the Peace service. It does not have a
special meaning. It is offered before sleeping.

In ancient times all nine services were offered every day, especially in monasteries. At present the following services are
conducted in churches every day:

In the morning- Night and Morning services together,
In the evening- Evening service.

All the other services are offered during the Great Lent every day of the week, except for Saturday and Sunday in the
following order:

In the morning- Night, Morning and Sunrise services,
In the afternoon- Third, Sixth, Ninth hours services,

In the evenings- on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday - Peace service;
on Wednesday, Friday - Rest service;
on Saturday, Sunday - Evening service.




