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[image: image2.wmf]Church Service:  symbolizing Blessing of the four corners of the world.  It is part of the celebration in Armenian Churches.  Conducted on the Major Feast Days of the Church.

In days past, this celebration was conducted out in the fields.  Together the priest and the family would thank God for the gift of His bounty, and would pray for His continued blessing upon the fields.  The symbolism of the Antasdan service is the same today—we ask our Heavenly Father to keep us under the protection of His Holy Cross.  

In the Antasdan Service, the cross, carried by the celebrant (priest), is taken in procession to the four corners in blessing.  The congregation prayerfully turns with the celebrant toward each direction…north, south, east and west.  In thanksgiving and celebration the faithful joyfully sing Amen, Alleluia!

On this occasion of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross,(Khachveratz) the Cross is adorned with (rehan) sweet basil (a symbol of royalty) The story is told that when the true cross of Jesus was found, with two others, in a rubbish heap around the cross of Christ sweet basil was found growing.  Also, to identify which of the three crosses found in the rubbish heap was the TRUE CROSS, a dead man from a passing funeral was taken and laid upon each of the three crosses—when laid on Christ’s Cross the dead man came back to life.  

Throughout the Liturgical Year, God’s continual love and generosity is mirrored through the celebrations of our Holy Church.  Through written and oral traditions, the Church creates a framework for her people—a framework that enables each of us to internalize our Holy faith.  

Christ gave His life on the cross for our eternal salvation.   That is the reason why the Church has given so much importance to this sign; and why the Armenian Church has established 4 feast days in honor of the Holy Cross. 
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Other facts about the Armenian Cross:

· The crossbar intersects at  a midpoint that  signifies the four corners of the world meeting a life's center

· The "empty" Armenian cross (as opposed to the Catholic Crucifix bearing the body of Jesus) emphasizes Jesus' victory over death

· The appearance of vines, grapes, and wheat as decorative motifs in the Armenian cross symbolizes the life generated from the cross which was otherwise an instrument of death

