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A CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

(prepared by
ST. MARY ARMENIAN CHURCH, LIVINGSTON, N.J., 1985)
(Using a graphic art display or flannelboard)

JOY TO THE WORLD!

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,

and heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world the Saviour reigns:
Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy.
Repeat, repeat the soundis

A BLESSING COMES DOWN

Leader: “A Blessing Comes Down.” When you have
news that good to tell, how do you an-
nounce it?

All: Nothing less than angels will do!

Leader And to whom do you make this great
announcement?

All: To someone who will care and believe.

1. In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was
sent from God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

Men: *Hail, o favored one, the Lord is with you!

2. But Mary was grez ibled at the saying,
and considered in her mind what sort of
greeting this might be.

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found

favor with God. And behold, you will con-

ceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus.

All; “He will be great, and will be called the son
of the most high: And the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his father David,
and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever: of his kingdom there will be no
end.”

Mary:

Men:

Leader:

Leader:

“How shall this be since | have no
husband?”

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the most high will overshadow
you.”

“Therefore, the child to be born of you will
be called Holy, the son of God.”

“Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord; let
it be to me according to your word.”

And the angel departed from her.

(During the following dialogue, the arrow-
cross Is attached to the display.)

So the announcement was made, and peo-
ple began to prepare for the greatest bless-
ing the world has ever known. But how shall
we announce the good news of Ghristmas,
that “A Blessing Comes Down™?

We could use an arrow, pointing from
heaven to earth.

Let's make the arrow in the shape of a
cross.

That would remind us that the blessing is
Jesus, who died to take our sins away.

Yes, that's a good place to begin, Where the
angel Gabriel began: “A Blessing Comes
Down.”

“To a Virgin Meek and Mild"
(Sing to the tune of Good King Wenceslas)

To a virgin meek and mild
Came an angel holy,

Greeting her, the undefiled, 5
In her chamber lowly;

“Hail to you, O blessed one,

Chosen mother of God's son!

Thro-ugh a wondrous birth

He shall come to earth.

By the sages long foretold,
Now the day is nearing;
Promises of God unfold

In the son appearing.

He, the Child of Bethiehem
Branch divine of Jesse’s stem
Sha-ll have great increase,
As the Prince of Peace.

ETERNAL FROM GOD
Leader:

The angel wasn't the first, of course, to an-
nounce the coming of Christ. The prophets
had foretold the blessing long before.

“The Lord your God will raise up for you a
Prophet like me among you, from your
brethren. Him you shall heed.”

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”
“For unto us a Child is bor, unto us a Son
is given, and his name shall be called
Wonderful counselor

Mighty God,

Everlasting Father,

Copied from DRE Bullerin (o, 1l Janusey 1956, 1)
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All: Prince of peace.”

10. “Behold, the days are coming, says the
Lord, when | will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign
and prosper. And this is the name by which
he will be called:

All: “The Lord is our righteousness!”

1. “But you, O Bethlehem, as small as you are
among Judah's clans, out of you shall come
forth a Governor for Israel, one whose roots
are far back in the past, in ancient days.”

(During the following dialogue, the circle
and heart are added to the display)

Leader:  God had planned to send down His bless-
ing from the foundation of the world, the Bi-
ble tells us. The good news of Christmas is
“Eternal from God.”

12. A circle is the symbol of eternity.

13. That's because it has no beginning and no
end.

14, And a heart is the symbol of love.

15. God's love has no beginning and no end, too.

Leader:  The blessing that comes down at Christmas

is truly “Etemal from God"!
“O Little Town of Bethlehem™

0 little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie;

Aboveé thy deep and dreamless sleep,
The silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shinelh,

The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years,
Are met in thee tonight.

HERE IS JESUS

Leader:  The people were ready and the place was

ready. Now it remained for God to find a

way to get them together.

16. And it came to pass in those days that
there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be taxed.

Leader:  God had found a way!

Al And all went to be taxed, everyone into his
own city.

17. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out

of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the
city of David, which is called Bethlehem
(because he was of the house and lineage of
David) to be taxed with Mary, his espoused
wife, being great with child.

Al And so it was that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. And she brought forth
her first-bom son, and wrapped him in
swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.

Leader:  Here is Jesus!

(Manger figure is attached to the display.)
“Away in a Manger”

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The Little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

KINGLY LOVE MANGERED NOW

Leader:  Here is Jesus!

All: And she wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger. . . .

Leader:  Kingly Love Mangered Now.

Al: Because there was no room for them in the inn.

Leader:  But there was room in God’s plan for the
blessing to be told... And there were people
to hear it.

18, There were in that same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over
flocks by night.

19, And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them.

All: And the glory of the Lord shone around
about them

20. And they were sore afraid.

Men: Fear not, for behold, | bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all people:

21. A Saviour,

22, Which is Christ,

2. The Lord!

Al: And this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall
find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger.

Leader:  Kingly Love Mangered Now.

(Now the crown is added to the display.)

24, We already have a manger on our picturc.

2. And we already have a heart, to show God's
love for us.

2. Now how do we show that He's a King?

27. A crown, of course!

28 A crown for the King of Kings!

Leader  Kingly Love Mangered Now.

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Hark the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newbom King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinner reconciled”
Joyful all ye nations rise,

join the triumph of the skies;
With th'angelic host procaim,
“Christ is born in Bethiehem!
Hark the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”

OF PEACE, QUIET REST, SING

2. And suddenly, there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God,
and saying,

Al Glory to God in the Highest

Leader:  Of course, for this is Jesus, God's etemal
blessing... come down to earth.

Al: And on earth peace, good will toward men.

(Two angels are attached to the display.)

Leader:  How shall we symbolize “peace”?
30. It was the angels who sang of peace.
31 Who sang of peace.
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3. Who sang of peace.
3, So let's have some singing angels.
34, And let's remember what they sang.

Leader
“silent Night! Holy Nightt”

Silent night! holy night!

Al is calm, all is bright,

Round yon Virgin Mother and Child!
Holy Infant, 5o tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,

Sleep in heavenly peace.

Of Peace, Quiet Rest.

THE ULTIMATE VICTORIOUS WORD

The word is out, the word of God's eternal
blessing come down to the world. And now
it must be seen, and shared, and
understood.

35. And it came to pass, as the angels were

gone away from them into heaven, the

shepherds said to one another:

“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and

see this thing which is come to pass, which

the Lord hath made known unto us.”

36. And they came with haste, and found Mary,
and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a
manger.

37 And when they had seen it, they made
known abroad the saying which was told
them concering this child.

All: And all they that heard it wondered at those

things which were told them by the

shepherds.

Leader:

(During the following, the trumpets are attached to the
display.)

Leader:  They had good reason to wonder, for there
in the manger was, “The Ultimate Victorious
Word."

38. How can we picture victory?

39. We already have the circle for eternity.

40. That reminds us that because Jesus came
down, we are going to heaven to wear the
crown of victory forever.

a1, And that will happen when the angels come
to blow the final trumpets.

42 That's it! Let's give the angels some
trumpets.

43. Because the trumpets stand for victory.

Leader:  The Ultimate Victorious Word.

“Good Christian Men Rejoice”

Good Christian men, rejoice
With heart, and soul, and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say;
News! News!

Jesus Christ is born today;

Ox and ass before Him bow,
And He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!

EXCITING YOUR ZEAL

Leader:  Well, let's see how we've managed 10 pic-
ture the good news so far.
“A Blessing Comes Down.”

44, That's the arrow pointing from heaven to
earth.

45. In the shape of a cross, a symbol of God's
blessing.

Leader:  “Eternal From God."

46. The circle stands for eternity.

47. And the heart reminds us of God's love.

Leader:  “Here is Jesus”

48. Yes, He is here, in the manger and in our
hearts.

Leader:  “Kingly Love Mangered Now”

49. We put the crown above the manger and
the heart.

50. And that tells the story of God's royal love
for us all.

Leader:  But there's more, isn't there? “Of Peace,
Quiet Rest, Sing.”

51, We used singing angels to tell of peace.

52, “Peace on earth, good will toward men.”

Leader: “The Ultimate Victorious Word."”

53, The angels’ trumpets tell of victory.

54. And so does the crown, and the circle of
eternity.

Leader: And now what's left?

All: And the shepherds returned, glorifying and

praising God for all that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

(During the following, the four “people” figures are
attached.)

Leader:  “Exciting Your Zeal.”
55. What's left is people.

All: Excited people!

56. People with zeal, eager to praise and serve

the Lord who has blessed us so.
(Wait until all people figures are attached.)

Leader.  But now that the picture is complete, do
you think all those Christmas symbols are
hiding the cross?

57. No, the cross can still be seen.

58, The cross is behind everything we celebrate
at Christmas.

59, The cross gives it all meaning. And the
cross makes it all possible.

Leader:  Yes, the cross is behind all of it, everything

we receive at Christmas, everything we
celebrate at Christmas, everything we do at
Christmas... from “A Blessing” to “Zeal.”

(At this time the nursery children will assemble for the
nativity scene.)
““O Come, All Ye Faithful”

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him,
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O come, let us adore Him,

Christ, the Lord!

All:  CHRISDOS DZUNAV YEV HAYDNETZAV.
CHRIST WAS BORN AND REVEALED.
ORHNIAL EH HAYDNOOTIUNUN CHRISDOSI.
BLESSED IS THE REVELATION OF CHRIST.




