A LIVING FAITH Lesson about the

ANNUNCIATION
Theme: The Annunciation
Object: A Christmas tree angel (or a picture drawing)

Scripture:  Luke 1:30-33 (RSV)

"And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

Paree Looys!

What do you put at the very top of your Christmas tree? Some people put a star at the top of their
tree. That's a good choice. After all, a special star played a very important part in the story of the
birth of Christ. Some people like to put an angel at the top of their tree. That's a good choice too,
because angels also played a very important role in the same story.

As you probably know, angels are messengers from God. Today, | want to tell you about a very
important angel by the name of Gabriel. Many years ago, the Angel Gabriel was sent by God to
deliver a message to a young woman named Mary, who was engaged to be married to a man
named Joseph.

The angel appeared to Mary and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."

Mary was frightened and confused by the angel's appearance and greeting. "Don't be afraid,
Mary," the angel told her. "You have found favor with God. You will give birth to a son and you will
name him Jesus."

Mary asked the angel. "How can this happen? | don't have a husband."

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. The baby will be holy and he will be called the Son of God."

"| am the Lord's servant," Mary replied, "let everything happen just as you have said."

God could have chosen anyone to give birth to Jesus, but he chose Mary, a young woman living in
the little village of Nazareth. She wasn't very important, but she was important to God, and He
chose her to do the most important thing one could imagine -- He chose her to give birth to His
Son. God still chooses "unimportant" people to perform important tasks. He has given you and me
the task of sharing the good news of Jesus and His love to the whole world, and live according to
His teachings. Let us be attentive to God's calling, and let us, like Mary, answer His call. "I am the
Lord's servant, Let it be with me just as you have said."

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this story about how you sent the Angel Gabriel to take your
message to Mary. We also thank you that you have given us the task of living the message of
Jesus and sharing his love with all the world. Amen.



