
The 8 Qualities of a Great Sunday School Teacher: 

1) A heart for God 

This is where all ministry begins, whether you are teaching Sunday School or leading the entire church. 
In fact, this is where our ministry should flow from – our deep, sincere, committed heart for God. 

2) A love for people 

Scripture teaches that the two greatest commands are to love God and to love . . . people (Mark 12:30-
31)! Our teaching ought to flow from our love for God but because of our love for people. This means 
we are not only committed to the lesson, but to actually understanding and building relationships with 
the people we are teaching. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3) A passion for God’s Word 

A heart for God and a love for people set the stage for the content of our teaching. And that content 
needs to be solidly based on Biblical and Traditions’ truth. As a Sunday School teacher, it’s our 
responsibility to dig in to God’s Word not just to teach our lesson, but to understand it fully and allow it 
to permeate every part of our life. As we do this, every element of our teaching becomes based on and 
saturated in the Word and our own experience with it. 

4) A habit of praying 

“Prayer does not equip us for greater works, prayer is the greater work.” A great Sunday School teacher 
knows that it is the power of God that brings about transformation, so a deep dependence on God, 
exhibited through the habit of praying, is essential for a great Sunday School teacher. 

5) A commitment to personal growth 

Any great teacher is only a great teacher as long as they continue to grow. This is true of a Sunday 
School teacher, as well. Luke 2:52 says that “Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God 
and all the people.” Basically, he grew mentally, physically, spiritually and socially. A great example for 
any great Sunday School teacher. 

6) An ability to teach 

Some people have the gift of teaching, while others learn enough to become competent at it. Either 
way, no one can be a great Sunday School teacher if they don’t have the ability to teach! 

7) A willingness to prepare 

It really doesn’t matter if you have an ability to teach if you’re not willing to prepare. Sure, great 
teachers can “wing it” in a pinch, but they know that that’s not the way to be effective. Preparation 
takes time and effort, and great Sunday School teachers are willing to give both. 

8) A dedication to the people they teach 

Your dedication is what your students will remember. Your sincere effort and love to connect them to 
God for their wellbeing is what will stay with them after you part. 


