Dear Sunday School Leaders and Students,

Have you ever wanted something so much that you kept asking your mother and father for it over and
over again until finally they said "yes?" Maybe you wanted a special toy, a pet, a tablet... If it was
something that you really wanted, you didn't just mention it once, you asked for it over and over again,
right?

Once there was a little boy who wanted more than anything to play in the band at school. The boy went
home from school one day and asked his parents if they would buy him an instrument and let him sign
up to play in the band. Well, the boy's parents didn't say yes, and they didn't say no. They said, "We'll
have to think about it. After all, a musical instrument costs a lot of money and we aren't sure you will
stick with it."

A few days went by and the boy's parents still hadn't said anything, so the boy decided he should ask
again. The boy's parents didn't say yes and they didn't say no. They said, "We are still thinking about it."

On his way home from school the next day, the boy decided to stop by the local music store to check out
the musical instruments. When he walked in the store, the first thing that caught his eye was a beautiful,
shiny trumpet. It wasn't new, but it was in very good condition and it had a really cool fake alligator skin
case. It was just what he wanted.

That night at supper the boy said to his parents, "l went by the music store today after school and they
have a really nice used trumpet. It is exactly what | want and it only costs $100."

The boy's father turned to his wife and said, "l guess we had better go take a look at that trumpet or we
are never going to hear the end of this." The next day, the boy went to the music store with his parents
and they bought him that trumpet.

The boy joined the band - and he did stick with it. He played in the band all through high school and
when he graduated from high school, he went on to college and studied music. After graduating from
college, he became a music teacher. | wonder how differently his life might have turned out if he had
asked his parents for that musical instrument one time and never mentioned it again.

The Bible teaches us that just as our parents want what is best for us and will give us what we ask for,
God, our heavenly Father, also hears and answers our requests, if they are what is best for us.
Sometimes we ask God for something one time and never mention it again. Maybe that is our
impatience showing. When we ask for something, we want God to say "yes," and we want Him to say it
right now! Jesus said that we should always pray and not give up. Perhaps God just wants us to show
that we are really serious about what we are asking of Him. Does this mean that if we keep asking for
something over and over again that God will always give it to us? No, but He loves us and will only give
us what is best for us.

Dear God, help us to pray, and teach us to be patient and persistent in prayer. If we desire good things,
remind us that we need to pray and pray again to Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Based on the 4th week Lenten’s theme “The Sunday of the Judge.”



