
A LIVING FAITH Lesson on COMPASSION 
 

 
Theme: Compassion - Jesus doesn't leave  

anyone out and neither should you. 
 
Object: An invitation to a party 
 
Scripture: Luke 14:12-14  (RSV or KJV)  
"He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite 
your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and you be 
repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you. You will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”  
 

 
Paree Looys!   
 
Look what I have! I received an invitation to a party. It is going to be a really great party. Listen to this, "You are 
invited to a party at the (name of your church) this Friday at 6:30 PM. There will be games and fun for all and 
plenty of delicious food." 
 
Did you receive one of these invitations? You didn't? I wonder why you were left out? How does it make you 
feel to know that you were left out of what promises to be a great party? Are your feelings hurt? Do you 
wonder why I got an invitation and you didn't? It isn't a very good feeling to be left out, is it? 
 
Do you ever leave someone out when you are having a party or doing something special? Do you only invite 
your very best friends? Do you perhaps leave out the child who doesn't have much money and wears old and 
ragged clothes? Or maybe you leave out the child who is physically handicapped and has to get around in a 
wheelchair. Maybe you leave out the child who isn't very smart and the other kids make fun of him. Maybe you 
leave out the child whose skin is a different color. How do you think those children feel when they are left out? 
 
Having compassion means showing concern for the sufferings or misfortunes of others.  Jesus said that when 
we are having a party, we shouldn't just invite our best friends or the most popular kids in school. In fact, he 
said that we should be sure to invite the very ones that we might leave out -- we should show compassion 
towards the poor, the crippled, and those who are less fortunate than we are. He said that if we only do good 
things for those who can do good things for us that we already have our reward, but if we do good things for 
those who cannot do good things for us in return, that we will receive our reward in heaven. Would you rather 
be rewarded now, or in heaven? If you want to be rewarded in heaven, be sure whenever possible, you 
practice compassion towards others . . . maybe beginning at your next party! 
 
Oh, by the way, you know this invitation that I told you about? It isn't a real invitation. I just made it up to help 
us to understand how it feels to be left out. It feels pretty good to know you haven't been left out, doesn't it? 
 
Christmas is the perfect time of year to practice showing compassion towards others.  This year, our Sunday 
school will be collecting . . . (fill in with description of your Holiday Charity Drive).  Let’s all work together to 
show how much compassion (Name of your Church) has for others this Christmas! 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, help us to show compassion toward those who may not have as much as we have. 
Help us to include them in the special things that we do. In Jesus name we pray, amen 

	


