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The Nativity of Mary,
Asdvadzadzin

About the
Virgin Mary

Why does the Church love and celebrate
the life of the Virgin Mary? Maybe the best
answer is that she shows us what we a//
can be.

Mary was born just as we were, with the
possibility to sin. Qur church does not
teach that her birth began with an “Im-
maculate Conception” as the Roman
Catholic Church does. They say that she
started out differently from us, being born
without any chance to sin. But all Orthodox
Churches teach that she was born as we
are, and chose not to sin. We are all able
to do that, and she shows us the way.

Mary also shows us other things. You
know from your “trust walk” that it's not
easy to do what she did — place your
safety, your future, your well-being in the
hands of another. But in doing so, she
agreed to God's plan for our salvation. So
we are all involved in her gracious obedi-
ence to God. We love her, we are grateful
to her, for her submission to God was a gift
to the whole world.

We do not worship Mary — only God is
worshipped. But like other saints she is
venerated — she is seen as a sign that
God really works through people who love
him. Mary is not just a “symbol” for
mothers, or virgins, or women. She is the
most exalted of all saints, an example for
every man and woman.






