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About a hundred years after the con-
version of Armenia to Christianity the
nation was almost completely Chris-
tian. Only a few other regions remained
primarily pagan. Many other parts of
the land needed to be strengthened in
the faith. In the early 400s two men

worked together to help the Armenian
people develop into stronger Chris-
tians. They did this by making the Bible
and teachings of the church available
to the people in their own spoken lan-
guage, Armenian.

The story starts with a monk named
Mesrob. Trained as a secretary and
educated in Greek and Aramaic, he
served one of the Armenian princes in
the administration of his land. But in all
his studies, he learned more and more
about Christianity. He finally decided to
give up his life as a secretary and be-
come a priest. After becoming a priest,
he turned away from life among the
people and became a monk.

Life in the monastery was just what
Mesrob wanted. He felt closer to God
when he lived alone and apart from
people. Many other priests wanted to
be like Mesrob and soon he had many
students. But Mesrob knew there was
work to be done among the people.
Quite a few regions in Armenia were
still mostly pagan and Mesrob knew he
must go to those areas and preach the
Good News.

Mesrob was successful in getting the
people to give up their pagan ways and
follow Christian teachings. There was
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only one problem in his mission. The
people only knew how to speak Arme-
nian and none of the religious books,
including the Bible, were written in
Armenian. Even religious services were
in languages the people could not
understand. They went to church but
could not understand the service!

Mesrob knew he must find a way to
write the Armenian language so that
the people could then read the Bible.
The Greek and Aramaic services had
to be translated and written in Arme-
nian so that the priests who were not
able to understand those other lan-
guages could better serve their people.

Catholicos Sahag had come to the
same conclusion as Mesrob about the
need for the Armenian people to
worship God in their own language.
Sahag was a very educated man him-
self and was especially good in many
languages. He gave Mesrob permission
to go to Syria. King Vramshabouh had
heard about a Syrian bishop who had
Armenian letters and Mesrob went to
get them. Mesrob sent his students to
two different schools to study until he
came back. He needed his students to
be ready for the work of translating
when he came back from Bishop
Daniel.

The Syrian bishop did have an
alphabet and gladly gave it to Mesrob.
Mesrob came back to Armenia and
trained many people to use the letters.
Unfortunately, the letters were simply
not adequate. Mesrob decided to go to
a place where he could be alone so he
could find a solution. He prayed and
prayed. At last God helped him create

letters of an Armenian alphabet that
worked.
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Working with a scribe named Ropa-
nos, the letters were improved and the
book of Proverbs was translated into
Armenian — the first book in the Arme-
nian language!

Now Mesrob gathered his students
and others who could learn the new
alphabet and trained them to read,
write, and translate. Many people
joined the priesthood to serve the
church and teach the Armenian people.

The Bible and many other books
were translated. Catholicos Sahag al-
ways checked the work to be sure it
was all properly done. When it was
right the priests took their copies and
went throughout Armenia to teach the
people in the Armenian language. They
could celebrate liturgy and cther
services in the language the people
understood. Before long the nation be-
came even stronger in the faith.

Mesrob knew he must serve God in
any way he could. While he and his
students were still so busy in Armenia,
he received requests from Caucasian
Albania and Georgia to come to those
countries and help them in the same
way. With consent from Catholicos
Sahag, Mesrob went to those nations
and created alphabets for them. Chris-
tianity began to spread throughout
those lands with the help of a written
language.

Mesrob traveled here and there
throughout Armenia helping priests
everywhere tell the people about God
and the Good News of Jesus Christ.
Armenians became stronger and
stronger Christians. They understood
how wonderful it was to know God.
They knew God would share his King-
dom with those who believed.



All this took many years and Mesrob
and Catholicos Sahag grew old. Sahag
died knowing that the Armenian people
were unshakable in their faith. Six
years later Mesrob died. These two
saints had begun the greatest period of
religious growth in the Armenian
Church. Little did they know that a few
short years after their deaths the Arme-
nian nation and the Armenian Church
would be threatened with extinction!

Persia ruled over Armenia. Persians
worshipped false gods, especially the
god of fire. For many years the Per-
sians had let the Armenians have their
own religion, but now things were
changing. Soon the Persians would try
to force the Armenians to give up
Christianity.

But the work of Saint Mesrob and
Saint Sahag was not going to be
ruined. Their students, including Vartan
Mamigonian and Ghevont Yeretz,
would resist the Persians’ attempts to
get the Armenians to convert to pagan-
ism. The Armenians fought and even-
tually won. We remain a people and a
church today, but the pagans and their
false gods have perished.

As a Church, we honor Saints Sahag
and Mesrob. We have a special saint
day for them and the students, the
Holy Translators. We thank God for
these saints for without them the Arme-
nian Church would not have survived!

St. Sahag/St. Mesrob
SOORP SAHAG/SOORP MESROB

Unipp Uwhwl-Unipp Ubupny

The problem St. Mesrob solved was

Complete these sentences:

1.
2.
3.
4.

language they could

Catholicos Sahag helped St. Mesrob by
St. Mesrob had many students who helped

Before St. Mesrob, the Armenian people did not have church services in a

The alphabet Bishop Daniel had was
God helped St. Mesrob to

King Vramshabouh knew about a Bishop Daniel who
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9. Many books appeared in Armenian, but the most important was

10. St. Sahag checked all the translations because

11. St. Mesrob invented alphabets for

The first book written in Armenian was

12. Having church services and the Bible in Armenian helped the Armenian people

because
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Then and Now

The Armenian people and the Armenian Church face many of the same problems
today as they had back in Sahag’'s and Mesrob’s time.

Put a check next to the problems you think we had then and have now, too.

1. ___ The people do not understand what is being said in church.
___ The Bible is not written in a language we understand.

3. ___ Many important religious books other than the Bible are not written in a
language we understand.

4. ___ The government wants us to give up our religion.

5. ___ The people do not know enough about Christianity.
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